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Classroom 
Expectations:

Arrive on time

Coat off

Bags off desks

Equipment & 
Planner on desks

TITLE: DATE:Education Revision 

Can you name the Sociological study?

Cultural capital 
and Habitus

Material and 
cultural deprivation Douglas Institutional Racism

Determinism Rosenthal and 
Jacobson Keddie Bowles and Gintis

Selffulfilling 
Prophecy Subcultures Material 

Deprivation Mac an Gail

Sewell Gilborn and 
Youdell Speech Codes  Pygmalion effect

Covert selection labelling Criticism of 
labelling Lacey

Determinism Ball Working class Hargreaves

Be prepared to speak for 30 seconds on any key word or study given.

Objective Key Words
Know

Understand

How will you display SMSC today?
Courage ‐ Respect ‐ Friendship ‐ 
Inspiration ‐ Determination ‐ 

Equality ‐ Excellence
Empathy – Courtesy – Resilience  ‐ 

Etiquette

TITLE: DATE:

To give reasons and evidence for your views (ext: to consider 
alternative opinions and views)

Draw suitable conclusions
Describe likelihood
Estimate answers accurately

The Big Question:

What is needed for the Education EOU test? 

To what extent is this factor the most 
important factor influencing 
educational achievement

Assess whether internal factors are the most 
influential in effecting educational 
achievement

 Education  Revision

What does each perspective say about 
Education? 
What are the internal and external factors 
effecting educational achievement? 

Self‐fulfilling Prophecy 
Labelling
Subcultures 
Material Deprivation
Cultural Deprivation
Elaborated Speech Code
Restricted Speech Code
Relative Deprivation
Habitus
Cultural Capital 
Streaming / Setting 
Institutional Racism
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Your Sociology Exam: Education 
Thursday 7th February

KEY things to revise:
• Factors that affect social class differences in education (int & ext)
• Factors that affect ethnic differences in education (int & ext)
• Factors that affect gender differences in education (int & ext)
• Sociological perspectives on education (and in general)
• Education Policy

Exam Technique ‐ 
EDUCATION

 4 questions:
80 minutes
50 Marks

Outline and explain two [changes, examples, reasons...]    4 
marks

Applying material from [item], analyse two [changes, examples, 
reasons, ways...] 10 marks

Applying material from [item] and your knowledge, evaluate [the 
perspective, argument, view, idea] 30 marks

Outline and explain two [changes, examples, reasons...]    6 
marks
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Exam Technique
Applying material from [item] and your knowledge, evaluate [the 
perspective, argument, view, idea] 30 marks

Length: 4 PERC paragraphs or 6‐8 PEEL paragraphs
Structure:
• 50% focus on the issue/perspective/argument in the question
• 50% compare to alternatives/counter‐arguments
• Short conclusion at the end

P
E
R
C

Make your point (one sentence)...

Explain what it means and how it links to the questions

Refer to sociologists/evidence/examples that show it's true

Criticise it by evaluating the point directly, or comparing it to 
another point

Interactionist perspective on education 
WORK OF BECKER (1971) AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
IDENTITIES:

 Concern over 'ideal pupil' research:
‐ BECKER AND RIST (1970)‐
‐ Found extent to which students conformed to middle class behaviour, 
rather than their actual ability influenced teacher 
labelling most of all .

RESEARCH: HARVEY AND SLATIN 1975: American study:

‐96 primary school teachers were shown a range of 
photographs and they found white middle class  looking 
students to be who they thought would be the most 
successful.

Marxist Perspective on education 
Bowles and Gintis‐ Hidden Curriculum

Paul Willis‐ Learning to Labour
Hegemony

Ruling Class Ideology 
De‐Schooling

Test your partner on their knowledge of 2 
sociological perspectives of education then swap

Functionalist perspective on education 
Particularistic and universalistic values

Durkheim
Social Cohesion
Social Solidarity

Schultz ‐ human capital
Davis and Moore‐ Allocating Roles and legitimising 

social inequality
Parsons 

 

Feminist Perspective on education

Sharpe: 1976‐ girls priorities were 'love, marriage, husbands, children, jobs and 
careers, more or less in that order.'
1994‐ changed to 'job, career and being able to support themselves.'

McRobbie 1994: Study of girls' magazines. In the 70s they 
emphasised the importance of love and marriage. Nowadays 
they contain assertive, independent women.

Fancis (2001): Girls have higher career aspiations than ever 
before.
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TASK: Each group use the help 
sheets to fill in your table then share 
with the other groups

Gender :Class :

Ethnicity:
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Evaluate the view that differences in 
education achievement between social 
groups are the result of factors and 
processes outside schools 

Debating a 30 mark PPQ:

Think ‐ Pair ‐ Share

1. Plan 3 PEEL Paragraphs to 
debate with 
the opposing team
2. 4 Points will be awarded for a 
strong 
PEEL, including Sociologist 
names and key 
terms
6 Points awards for PERC 

The relationship between internal & external 
factors: Revision Activity

Whatever social class a pupil comes from, the internal and external factors that affect their achievement are 
linked.  

 

A. Make two sets of cards. Set 1 will have external factors on them. Set 2 will have internal factors on them. 
Use a different colour for each set. 

 

External factors cards 1. Parents with low levels of education 2. Children who lack educational toys and 
books 3. More educated parents 4. Parents who encourage their children in education 5. Speaking using 
restricted code 6. Speaking using elaborated code 7. Having scruffy clothing or incorrect uniform 8. Not being 
clean 9. Not completing homework 10. Having a part‐time job 

Internal factors cards  • Teacher labelling • Self‐fulfilling prophecy • Streaming • Being a member of an 
anti‐school subculture • Being a member of a pro‐school subculture • School league table position • Bullying 
• Truanting/absence  • Detention • Home/school contracts 

 

B. Select one card from each set. Now write a brief summary of how the two factors interrelate in affecting a 
pupil’s educational achievement. Repeat this until all the cards have been used. 

 

C. Use your summaries to take part in a class discussion: ‘How do internal and external factors link in 
determining educational achievement?’ 

 

D. Were there any combinations of cards where it was difficult to make a link? 

 

Alternative (shorter) activity: Take one ‘external factors’ card. Now select all the internal factors this may 
link to. Complete for all the cards in that set. Now do the same working through the ‘internal factors’ cards.

PLENARY
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Changing girls' ambitions

Will these changing attitudes be the same for all 
girls? Why?

O'Connor (2006): study of 14‐17 year olds found that marriage and 
children were not major parts of their life plans.

Carol Fuller (2011): For many modern girls, educational success was a 
central aspect of their identity, and they aimed for a professional career 
to allow for their independence. 

Diane Reay (1998): Working class girls still see job opportunities as 
limited, whereas family status is available so they tend to aspire to be 
mothers and part of a couple more.

Biggart (2002): Working class girls are more likely to have difficulty in 
the labour market, whereas they see motherhood as a stable and viable 
option for their futures. They desire lower level jobs.

Changes in women's employment

What impacts on girls in school might these changes 
in the workplace have?

1970 equal pay act makes it illegal 
to pay women less for the same 
work.
1975 sex discrimination act outlaws 
discrimination at work.

Gender pay gap is still estimated at 
between 9 and 14% for full time 
workers.

HOWEVER

Proportion of women in 
employment risen from 53% 
in 1971 to 67% in 2013.

More women in high profile 
jobs than ever before.
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Changes in the family

Have changes in the family caused changing 
attitudes or is it the other way around?

Huge increase in divorce 
rate (now at 42% in UK) 
may explain increase of 
women looking for their 
own 
careers/independence.

Increase in single parent 
families (90% of which are 
female‐led households) mean 
more women head their 
families (around 1/4 of families 
with dependent children are 
single‐parent)

Increase of role‐models for young 
girls (financially independent 
women) may explain higher 
aspirations and therefore better 
educational achievement.

Gender and achievement:
‐In the 1980s the major concern was the underachievement of 
girls (started falling behind boys after GCSE).
‐However by the 1990s a gap had emereged between boys and 
girls (girls achieving better at GCSE)

What does the evidence show?

Girls are ahead of 
boys by between 7% 
and 17% at the end of 
Year 1 (2013)

Boys are two and a 
half times more likely 
to have a statement 
of special needs (DFE 
2013)

The gender gap in 
English gets bigger with 
age.

At A Level, girls are more 
likely to sit, pass and get 
higher grades than boys: 
46.8% of girls gained A or Bs 
vs 42.2% of boys.

At GCSE in 2016, 71.3% of 
girls' entries achieved at 
least C vs 62.4% of boys 
(8.9% gap) ‐ the biggest 
gap since 2002.

https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/breaking-news/gcse-results-gender-gap-widens-girls-pull-further-ahead
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D) Other factors: Racism 1):
Cline: 2002:
‐Racism common in school which makes school a distressing 
experience which may explain problems/lack of attainment in 
a different way.
Do you agree? Have you experienced racism in school?
Would it make you want to not come/not bother with school 
if you were experiencing it?
PRYCE 1979: IMPACT OF SLAVERY: Also relevant to internal 
factors)
‐Argues Black Caribbean culture is less resistant to racism 
because of the experience of slavery.
‐As a result many black people have low self esteem and 
underachieve.

Do you think Pryce's 
comments are 
controversial?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmXrrC5F4&safe=active
4.25 

RACISM IN WIDER SOCIETY:
‐Whilst material deprivation amongst ethnic groups may 
affect achievement, this may itself be the product of 
racism in wider society.
‐Ethnic minorities face direct and indirect discrimination 
at work and in the housing market.
‐More likely to have lower pay, work antisocial hours, or 
very long shifts, impact children's educational 
opportunities.

Other factors: Racism 2):

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/blackpoliceofficerwinsherdiscriminationcase
againstmetropolitanpolice9577648.htmlhttp://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article2181039/Blackfootballerwinsracediscriminationcase
clublandmarktribunalruling.html

Can you give examples
of the type of racism that 
ethnic minorities face on a 
day level?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmXr-rC5F-4&safe=active
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/black-police-officer-wins-her-discrimination-case-against-metropolitan-police-9577648.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2181039/Black-footballer-wins-race-discrimination-case-club-landmark-tribunal-ruling.html
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London Development Agency Education Report 2004:
Relationship between teachers and Black Caribbean students characterised 
by 'conflict and fear.'

'When it is white boys it is a group, when it is black boys it is a gang.'

Facing racism makes ethnic minority groups more likely to form antischool 
subcultures.
Lack of black role models in teachers is a real problem.
Just 7% of all teachers from non white ethnic groups.

Other factors: Racism 3):

TASK:
‐How would you eradicate the problem
of racism in schools?
‐What rules/routines would you have to 
avoid it?
‐What punishment would you have if it 
happened at your school?

BALL: CULTURAL EXCLUSION:
‐Minority ethnic group parents are at a 
disadvantage because they are less aware of how to 
negotiate the British education system.
‐Results in 'cultural exclusion' rather than cultural 
deprivation.
‐GERWITZ‐ complex school application forms are 
arguably an example of cultural exclusion practices 
in some schools.

TASK:
Read article as class.
How does this relate to
the topic of ethnicity and achievement?
How are some groups disadvantaged?
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SOCIOLOGISTS:
BERNSTEIN:
Language use and educational achievement:
Writing, reading and speaking are critical for 
education so if these skills are not developed in 
the family then those children are 
disadvantaged from the start.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzedUAFwI

Bourdieu's THEORY OF CULTURAL CAPITAL:
‐Each social class has its own set of ideas‐
known as a cultural framework.

KW: Habitus: Remember what this means from Marxism?

HABITUS: 
the framework and set of ideas possessed by a social class into 
which people are socialised which influences their choices and 
tastes.

The dominant class imposes its cultural framework or habitus 
onto the rest of the people.

EVIDENCE:
ROBSON:
found that cultural capital such as going to museums, opera, 
theatre and enjoying reading for pleasure greatly improved 
chances of success in education.

Leads to educational capital.

Leads to economic capital.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hz-edUA-FwI
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Processes in schools 

Labelling and selffulfilling prophecy:

ROSENTHAL AND JACOBSEN 1968 (The 
Pygmalion effect)
Study in California
teachers told students were higher or lower 
ability randomly.
Students with same ability were treated 
differently by teachers.
Students that teachers thought were high 
ability did better.

HARTLEY AND SUTTON 2011:
Self fulfilling prophecy most impacts working 
class and black boys.
Other factors:
Labelling/stereotypes/expectations of 
teachers/peers/parents
and the media all influencing pupil sense of 
self.

KENT STUDY:
One group told boys do not perform as well as 
girls.
Second group told nothing.
Performed significantly worse in first group.

1)Pro school subcultures:
Mac an Ghaill 1994:
pro school male groups from two areas, one Academic Achievers and 
two New Enterprisers, skilled manual working class white and Asian 
students aspiring to middle class careers through either academic 
success or through technology and business interest.

Sewell: 1998: proschool subculture by some black students who were 
aspirational and wanted to avoid teacher stereotypes and labelling.
Students more likely to be middle class or skilled working class 
backgrounds.

2)Antischool subcultures formed by those in lower
streams, reject school's values and INVERT them (turn
them upside down).
Dislike school, flout rules, disrespect teachers, avoid
doing schoolwork, play truant, sabotage uniform etc.
Resisting a school culture which has denied them status by labelling them 
as failures.

KEY WORD DEF:
SUBCULTURE OF RESISTANCE:
This subcluture of resistance not only has some differences/disagreements 
with the dominant culture, but is also in active opposition to it.

RESULT:
Antischool subculture provides them with selfesteem and status
which school/home failed to provide. May further the self fulfilling prophecy 
of underachievement.
WILLIS:
Wolverhampton comprehensive, 'having a laff' main purpose,
saw school as oppressive.
SEWELL:
Black Caribbean working class boys saw it as 'macho' to be in bottom
sets and derived status from it.

JACKSON 2006:
Girls increasingly involved in subcultures due to rise of ladette culture.
Aggressive and rude in schools without making effort in class. However
some research found girls work more in secret as still want academic 
success.

Outline and explain two reasons why some minority ethnic groups underachieve in education.  
(10 marks)

Marks Level Descriptor

810

Good knowledge and understanding given on some ethnic groups underachievement in education.

Developed explanation of ETHNICITY:
Some ethnic groups as poorer and experiencing cultural and material deprivation. Impact on education and 
access. (housing/unemployment)

LanguageEnglish as a second language or nonstandard English being penalised in the classroom.

More or less family and parental support for some ethnic groups resulting in poorer results (some family cultures 
lacking in aspiration and possessing negative attitudes towards education.

Racism in lowering selfesteem of learners in the long term and making students feel negative about school.

Teacher expectations such as stereotyping, labelling and creating conflict in the classroom.

Cultures of resistance in the rejection of schooling.

The ethnocentric school system and the impact this has on educational underachievement for some students.

Two factors must be well explained with reference to examples and theory.

47

Reasonable knowledge and understanding of one or two explanations as to why some ethnic groups underachieve 
in education. In general a lack of expansion on these key themes

Some successful application of relevant material eg examples.

Some analysis/evaluation offered.

13

Limited knowledge of one or two issues/arguments.

Limited application of material and lack of focus on the question (e.g. answers may drift off topic)

Limited or no analysis and thereby very little explanation.
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https://www.classtools.net/randomnamepicker/48_dU6bmg

Name spinner

48_dU6bmg.webloc

https://www.classtools.net/random-name-picker/48_dU6bmg
https://www.classtools.net/random-name-picker/48_dU6bmg

[InternetShortcut]
URL=https://www.classtools.net/random-name-picker/48_dU6bmg
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