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Classroom 
Expectations:

Arrive on time

Coat off

Bags off desks

Equipment & 
Planner on desks

TITLE: DATE:Methods in Context

Task: Make a list of the methods/issues you might be 
asked about in a MIC question

METHODS:
Questionnaires
Interviews (strucutred/
unstructured/group)
Secondary Data 
(Official statistics/
Documents)
Observations 
(participant/non 
participant)
Experiments

ISSUES/CONTEXT: 

Material Deprivation 
Cultural Deprivation
Marketisation
Labelling/SFP
Organisation of the school
Educational policies
Streaming
Language/linguistic 
deprivation
Subcultures
The curriculum
League tables

Objective Key Words
Know

Understand

How will you display SMSC today?
Courage ‐ Respect ‐ Friendship ‐ 
Inspiration ‐ Determination ‐ 

Equality ‐ Excellence
Empathy – Courtesy – Resilience  ‐ 

Etiquette

TITLE: DATE:

To give reasons and evidence for your views (ext: to consider 
alternative opinions and views)

To spot patterns and explain 
what's happening

Is sociological research worthwhile? Can 
we find out anything meaningful from 
it?

The Big Question:

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3
EDUCATION & RM FAMILIES & BELIEFS CRIME

What are the possible educational 
research contexts?

How do we effectively structure MIC 
answers in education?

Methods in context

What are the possible educational 
research characteristics?
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HOMEWORK
DUE

Mon
11
Feb

Methods End of Unit

10 mark Q

20 mark Q

Outline and Explain 2 reasons why quantitative research methods might be 
argued to be the most appropriate way to conduct sociological research 
[10 marks]

Task: Make a note of the following points that would be relevant 
for this answer. Explain why they are relevant. 

Pick 2 of the relevant points and write out an answer for this question. 

Potential Points
Reliable
Valid
Easy to identify long term trends
Positivists prefer
Interpetivists prefer
Allows verstehen
Quick/cheap
Objective
Subjective
Suited to sensitive topics

Structure
P‐ Point

E ‐ Explain

R ‐ Refer to examples

C ‐ Criticism (not needed for 
outline & explain, but will help 
your answer if good criticism 
applied) 
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Positivists prefer using quantitative research methods because they prefer to 
view the social world in an objective light. Using quantitative research 
methods such as closed questionnaires are easily repeated which makes 
them more reliable. This allows the data to be easily compared on a large 
scale, making the research more representative. 

Outline and Explain 2 reasons why quantitative research methods might be 
argued to be the most appropriate way to conduct sociological research 
[10 marks]

What do methods in context questions look like?

How to 
approach:

1) What is the 
method?

2) What is the 
issue in 
education?

3) What 
specific issues 
are discussed in 
the item 
(hooks) which 
you can use?
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What do methods in context questions look like?

How to 
approach:

1) What is the 
method?

2) What is the 
issue in 
education?

3) What 
specific issues 
are discussed in 
the item 
(hooks) which 
you can use?

Examples of top band statements: 
An advantage of self‐completion questionnaires is that they can be distributed 
easily to large numbers of pupils, parents, or teachers, however there are 
numerous reasons why pupils who are absent from school without being 
authorised won’t want to fill in the questionnaires – as the item states, such 
pupils may not be doing well at school and would be reluctant to fill in a 
questionnaire about something they don’t like (school), which could result in 
a low response rate. A second reason for a low response rate is, as the item 
states, because students have caring responsibilities at home, and they 
may not have time to complete the questionnaire, or they may not see it as 
important as their caring duties.
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PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE

Identify a strength/weakness
Explain the strength/weakness
Give an example in the 
specific context
Put forward a limitation/strength

A strength of using METHOD to 
investigate ISSUE is...

This is good because...

For example...

However, a this may be 
problematic because...

SENTENCE STARTERS...

TASK:
Using the structure, write out an answer to  the 
question above.

Extension: Fortune teller activity.
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Attachments

1.9 MIC task handout.docx




· A strength of using self completion questionnaires to investigate unauthorised absences is that they can be issues to a large number of students.

· This is good because it will give the researcher an opportunity to gather representative data on reasons for unauthorised absences across the school.

· For example, students in different age groups might have different reasons for absence (e.g. exam stress as opposed to simply skipping school) and just studying a small group wouldn't give all the information.

· However, a this may be problematic because of non-response; self completion questionnaires rely on the students responding in their own time. Moreover, the least likely students to respond are the ones who truant from school in the first place, which may make the data unrepresentative.



TASK: Using the structure on your sheet, write a paragraph answering the question above dealing with ONE or more strength or limitation.



Possible topics:

· Practical strengths of self-completion questionnaires (how might this link to other strengths as well)

· Ethical problems of questioning students (will this lead to access problems?)

· Reliability of questionnaires (would the results be the same if repeated)?

· Validity problems with self-completion questionnaires (are the results likely to give true and accurate info about absences?)



Or another idea of your choice.
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