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Classroom 
Expectations:

Arrive on time

Coat off

Bags off desks

Equipment & 
Planner on desks

TITLE: DATE: 10/4/18 Globalisation and Crime Revision

What do we mean by globalisation?

5 things that show we
live in a  globalised world?
Is globalisation 
a good or bad thing?

Objective Key Words
Know

Understand

How will you display SMSC today?
Courage ‐ Respect ‐ Friendship ‐ 
Inspiration ‐ Determination ‐ 

Equality ‐ Excellence
Empathy – Courtesy – Resilience  ‐ 

Etiquette

TITLE: DATE:

To give reasons and evidence for your views (ext: to consider 
alternative opinions and views)

The Big Question:

10/04/18

To understand the links between 
globalisation and crime.

 Globalisation and Crime Revision 

What kinds of global crimes exist?

How does globalisation impact on 
crime rates and prevention?

To what extent has globalisation 
changed the way that we think about 
crime?

Glocalism
individualism
consumerism
capitalism
Green Crime
State Crime
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Key Questions: 

How are globalisation and crime related?

What can sociologists tell us about green crime?

What are the problems of defining and explaining state 
crime?

Key Information: 

Globalisation and Crime

Green Crime

Human Rights

State Crime

• The shrinking of the world socially, culturally and 
economically
• Breaking down of territorial boundaries 
• Held (1999):  Globalisation of Crime ‐
An increasing interconnectedness of crime across national 
borders. Globalisation creates new opportunities for 
committing crime and new types of crime. 
• Castells (1998) argues there is now a global criminal 
economy worth over £1 trillion per annum. 

What is Globalisation?
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1) International illegal drug trade:
EST worth $300‐400 billion annually at street prices

2) Human trafficking
National Crime Survey 13000 people were victims of slavery in 2014.
Also trading in illegal immigrants (particularly relevant today)

3) Financial Crimes:
money laundering of profits from organised crime estimated at up to 
$1.5 trillion per year

4) Cybercrime:
'Glocal'‐ as many crimes in the UK have links outside the country.
Costs UK 27billion pounds a year.
‐Internet based
‐Child porn and paedophilia
‐Terrorist groups and websites (ISIS)
‐Cyber attacks (Talk talk in 2015)
‐Identity theft

5) Transnational organised crime:
FARR: 2 main forms of global networks:
1) Established mafias: Italian and American mafias/Japanese Yakusa 
and 
Chinese Triads‐long established based upon family anf cultural ties.
2) Newer organised crime groups: new since 1980s and changes 
politically‐ 
Russian and Esatern European groups

Castells: international linkages between criminal groups with small 
groupings 
being deterritorialized (less tied to specific countries)

6) Terrorism: 
baed on ideological links made via the internet and other ICT, rather 
than on local territorial links as in the past

Examples and extent of global crime:

Key main consequences of global world:

Growing individualism:
Bauman 2000‐ people believe they must look after themselves and cannot rely on 
their family or government to look after them‐ costs/benefits exercise
More opportunities for crime and new means of committing crime (previously 
discussed)
Disorganised capitalism:
Lash and Urry: less regulation and state control over finances.
Taylor‐ fewer job security and more job insecurity/more part time and temporary 
jobs.
Global risk of society: (Beck)‐ global fears and the media promoting fears can lead to 
hate crimes.
Supply and demand:
‐Demand for sex and illegal drugs and organs are being met by many
poor or desperate people and international criminal gangs win out.
Growth of inequality:
Winners in developed world lead to losers in developing world. More risk
and insecurity leads them to feel more like committing crime.
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What are the negative consequences of global 
capitalism?

How does globalisation fit in with the New 
Right?

Reduced job security and 
increased unemployment (e.g. 
manufacturing), leading to 
some (e.g. working class men), 
turning to crime as an 
alternative.

A new 
'underclass' (e.g. 
'Benefits Street' 
documentary)

Increased 
employment of illegal 
workers, illegal 
immigrants and 
people working while 
claiming benefits.

Low wages

Breach of health 
and safety laws 
and regulations.

How is globalisation helping?

Green movements ‐ 
Globalisation supports awareness 
raising an investigation into 
environmental damage/crimes 
like deforestation and man‐
made climate change. 
International pressure groups can 
operate to make a change.

International 
Policing ‐ law 
enforcement agencies 
cooperate across 
borders, e.g. INTERPOL, 
The European Arrest 
Warrant etc

Global Awareness ‐ 
Globalisation makes the 
world aware of state 
crimes and human rights 
abuses around the world 
e.g. North Korea, Syria

Do these benefits 
outweigh the 
additional criminal 
activities? Who's a 
step ahead?

Positive impacts of globalisation on crime?
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Green Crime

Green crime refers to crimes and/or harms to the 
environment, including non‐human animals. 
Green crime can be linked to globalisation as threats to 
the eco‐system are increasingly global rather than local in 
nature. 
EG: atmospheric pollution from industry in one country 
can lead to acid rain in another country. 
Chernobyl ‐ radioactive material spread to other 
countries thousands of miles away.

Why is green crime hard to police?

1) Traditional Criminology: only studies the patterns and causes 
of law‐breaking. 
Situ & Emmons (2000) define green crime as an unauthorised 
act that violates the law. 
EG: if pollution is not illegal, they are not interested in it. 

Why might this be bad?

Definitions of green crime



Globalisation and Crime Revision rga.notebook

6

March 05, 2019

2) Green Criminology: focuses on the notion of harm rather 
than the criminal law.  
White (2008) any action that harms the physical environment 
and/or the human and non‐human animals within it, even if 
no law has been broken. 

What are the issues with this?
Think about different countries/states

Definitions of green crime

3) Global Risk society ‐ Beck
Most threats to human well being and the eco‐system are now 
human made rather than natural disasters. 
Late modern society is highly dependent on technology, many 
cause harm to the environment and have serious consequences 
to humanity (climate change/global warming)

Definitions of green crime
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Nigel South (2014): suggests a twofold framework for 
understanding environmental crimes:
1) Primary green crimes
2) Secondary green crimes

Primary crimes are those that are currently legal, but their damage is 
so great that they should come under the analysis of criminology. 
Examples include air and water pollution, deforestation and species 
decline.

Walters (2008) wants to define the growing of GM crops in the UK as 
an enviornmental crime: the 'ecological harm and uncertainties are 
widely documented'. He argues they are allowed for commercial benefit 
and not safely considered.

Thornton & Beckwith (2004): 24000 people die a year because of 
air pollution yet most air pollution regulation is voluntary, and based on 
self‐regulation. 

How are Marxists likely to explain 
this discrepancy?

Types of green crime

Secondary crimes involve the flouting of rules aimed at preventing or 
regulating environmental disasters. 

Examples include state violence, toxic waste dumping, organised crime 
and environmental discrimination.  

Day (1991): "in every case where a government has committed itself to 
nuclear weapons or nuclear power, all those who oppose this policy are 
treated in some degree as enemies of the state"

Walters (2007): "the ocean floor has been a radioactive rubbish dump 
for decades" ‐ 28,500 rusting barrels of radioactive waste lie on the 
seabed off the Channel Islands, reportedly dumped by UK authorities and 
corporations in the 1950s. 

Types of green crime
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White: those living in the developing world face greater 
risks to exposure to polluted air and water due to lots of 
dumping in those countries.

Victims of green crime:

Potter: Least powerful in society most affected. 
The poor, working class and minority ethnic groups being
most impacted by green crimes.

White: 'Environmental racism'‐ those suffering most 
are of a different ethnicity to majority of those who 
commit crime 

Who commits green crime?

Individuals: littering/fly 
tipping.

Private businesses:  dumping 
waste/breach of health and 
safety regulations.

Governments: Santana military is biggest 
polluter through toxic chemicals, 
unexploded bomb and landmines.

Organised crimes: Wolf: organised 
crime groups commit green crime for 
states attracted by the low risk high profit 
nature of these crimes.. Demand for 
cheap means of disposal.
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Why might globalisation make it more 
difficult to deal with environmental crimes?

EVALUATION POINTS 
Situ and Emmons, 2000: Argue that states cannot be 
considered criminal if their actions are legal
BUT..... 
• Sutherland argues they do not carry same stigma as other 
crimes and the biggest fine for waste crime was £170000.
• Radical and Neo‐Marxists (e.g. Benton, Lynch and 
Stretesky), would argue that states do not make laws 
against all harmful behaviour, especially if it goes against 
their interest. Tax‐payers end up shouldering the cost (e.g. 
increased taxes and bills)
• Hard to identify those responsible for green crime. Even if 
green crimes are found, it's unclear who should/can 
prosecute (e.g. when crime crosses borders)

Realists ‐ there is no effective international law because there's no 
international authority above the state. Can there ever be? If not, 
can we ever solve green crimes?

STATE CRIME
Green & Ward (2012): illegal or deviant activities 
perpetrated by, or with the complicity of, state agencies'. 
It includes all crime committed by or on behalf of states and 
governments in order to further their policies.  
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DEFINITIONS OF STATE CRIME: There are different ways of 
defining state crime, as state crime is not a straightforward 
concept. 

1) Domestic Law: Chambliss (1989) ‐ state crimes are acts that 
are committed by state officials in pursuit of their jobs as state 
representatives 

2) Zemiology: Michalowski (1985) state crimes are both illegal 
acts and legally permissible acts whose consequences are 
similar to those of illegal acts in the harm they cause 

3) International Law: Rothe & Mullins (2008) state crimes are 
any actions by or on behalf of a state the violates 
international law and/or a state's own domestic law

4) Human Rights:  Schwendinger (1975) state crimes are the 
violation of people's basic human rights by the state or its 
agents. States that practice imperialism, racism, sexism or 
economic exploitation are committing crimes because they are 
denying people their basic rights. 

TYPES OF STATE CRIME
McLaughlin (2012)

1. Political Crimes: corruption & censorship
State‐initiated corporate crime: the Challenger space shuttle 
disaster
State‐facilitated corporate crime: the deepwater horizon 
disaster

2. Crimes by security and police forces: genocide, torture and 
disappearances of dissidents. 
EXAMPLE: Geoncide in Rwanda (1994)

3. Economic Crimes: official violations of helath & safety laws
EXAMPLE: Michaelowski & Kramer ‐ companies go to states 
where there are no laws to protect the humans/environment, 
resulting in cheaper labour. 
Rana Plaza factory collapse in Bangladesh in 2013

4. Social and cultural crimes: institutional racism
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EXPLAINING STATE CRIME: 

THE AUTHORITARIAN PERSONALITY: Adorno et al (1950)
includes a willingness to obey orders without questions (eg: 
Nazi Germany) ‐ people don't question authority. 

CRIMES OF OBEDIENCE: state crimes involve obeying higher 
authority (state) as part of a role into which individuals are 
socialised. 
EG: in a corrupt police unit the officer who accepts the bribes is 
conforming to the unit's norms, whilst breaking the law at the 
same time. 
Green & Ward: torturers are often socialised through 
propaganda about 'the enemy'.
Kelman & Hamilton: 3 features of crimes of obedience: 
authoirsation by those in authority, routinastion of the crime, 
and dehumanisation of the enemy.

MODERNITY: Bauman (1989): there are 4 features of modern 
society that made the Nazi holocaust possible: a division of 
labour, bureaucratisation, instrumental rationality, and 
science & technology.
The holocaust was a modern, industrialised mass production 
'factory' system, where the product was mass murder. 

PPQ TASK: 10 marker

ITEM A: In common with other ‘crimes of the powerful’, state crime is not easy to 
define and sociologists have looked beyond conventional definitions of crime. 
Some sociologists have defined state crime in an international rather than 
national context, while others have seen it in relation to a higher moral context. 
Other sociologists have gone beyond the usual definition of crime as law 
breaking by seeing state crime in terms of the damage states can cause. 

Applying material from item A, analyse two ways in which state 
crime can be defined.

15 minutes
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PPQ TASK: 30 marker
ITEM B: The process of globalisation has made the world more interconnected and increased the 
scope for crime. Some forms of globalised crime are based on trafficking one commodity or another, 
while others involve green crimes again the environment. Green crime has been given a lot of 
attention because of the extent of damage to the environment caused, often by large transnational 
corporations. 

Some sociologists have analysed the relationship between globalisation and crime using traditional 
criminological approaches. However, others see the relationships as being the inevitable product of 
capitalism.

Applying material from Item B and your knowledge, evaluate sociological 
explanations of the relationship between globalisation and crime. [30 marks]

Using your notes, the textbooks and the essay 
guideline, write out an answer to this question.

Exam practice: Globalisation and crime (Jan 2012)

Using material from Item B and elsewhere, evaluate the view that the process of
globalisation has led to changes in both the amount of crime and the types of crime 
committed. [30 marks] 

Has globalisation resulted in changes in the amount and type of crimes committed? 

Points you need to include in your answer

What is globalisation?
What are some of the characteristics of globalisation/which factors have led to globalisation?
Has globalisation changed the amount of crime committed?
Has globalisation changed the types of crimes being committed?
• Which crimes are being committed because of globalisation?
• Who is committing these crimes and what role has globalisation played?
• Include regular AO2 examples, from studies but also more recent real life examples.
Evaluation points
• What other factors, apart from globalisation, have impacted the amount and type of crimes 
being committed?
• What would different sociological theories argue (e.g. Marxism) and 

what are the strengths and weaknesses of their arguments?



Globalisation and Crime Revision rga.notebook

13

March 05, 2019



Attachments

L1.6 moral panic article.docx


‘Jihadi John’: the making of a moral panic

‘JIHADI JOHN: I’LL BEHEAD 20 MORE’, Daily Star, 22nd August 2014

‘250 JIHADIS BACK IN BRITAIN’, Daily Mirror, 28th August 2014

‘CLIMATE OF FEAR! THERESA MAY RAISES UK TERROR THREAT LEVEL TO SEVERE’, Independent, 30th August 2014

‘BRITAIN’S BATTLE TO BEAT TERROR! 40 PLOTS SMASHED, 753 ARRESTS BUT MAY WARNS THREAT IS NEVER GREATER’, Sun, 25th November 2014

Stanley Cohen, in his seminal study Folk Devils and Moral Panics (1964), says that societies ‘appear to be subject, every now and then, to periods of moral panic’.

‘A condition, episode, person or group of persons emerge to become defined as a threat to societal values and interests; its nature is presented in a stylised and stereotypical fashion by the mass media; the moral barricades are manned by editors, bishops, politicians and other right thinking people; socially accredited experts pronounce their diagnoses and solutions; ways of coping are evolved.’
Stanley Cohen

Since Cohen’s study in 1964, many such ‘folk devils’ and moral panics have been identified.

In the contemporary climate, the ‘moral panic’ has been identified as Islamic fundamentalists – radicalised Muslim youth and the ‘home-grown’ terrorist. Building on Cohen’s assertion – and in the British context – one such moral panic is the fear of the increased threat of violence on British streets emanating from the identified modern ‘folk devils’ – the returning British born jihadist.

Jihadi John
This has been exacerbated by the wave of Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) executions of Western hostages by beheading over the last year, sending shockwaves throughout the world. The fact that those Western hostages executed were innocent people, going about their work in either delivering aid or simply reporting to the world the unfolding tragedy in that region, compounded the sense of revulsion and moral outrage as well as raising the uncomfortable question as to how to confront this new and seemingly invincible ‘force of evil’.

The fact that the US and UK intelligence community identified the chief executioner as a British subject – known in the media as ‘Jihadi John’ – sent further shock waves throughout the West especially in the UK. The response from the politicians in Westminster and the British media was as predictable – as was the shock and horror that a British born citizen could commit such atrocities.

The subsequent blanket broadcast media coverage that followed each of the executions was equalled by the British press – as the headlines above indicate. Collectively, it could be argued at that time, the British media succeeded in stimulating a new moral panic to which the Westminster coalition government had to respond.

The new moral panic lay not so much in the rise of ISIS, but rather the realisation that young British Muslims had joined their ranks, and that they were prepared to share with the social media savvy and other politically disillusioned young Muslim people in the UK the results of their ‘work’.

Part of this moral panic derived from the fact that the increased, and some might say draconian, measures put in place in the aftermath of the London bombings and Glasgow Airport attack in 2007, appeared to be ineffectual. Measures such as increased surveillance of young Muslims, increased stop and search in particular communities and the implementation of anti and de-radicalisation projects including the PREVENT strategy, whilst designed to keep the UK safe from terrorism appeared to only add to the radicalisation process for a minority of young ‘hard to reach’, disillusioned and alienated young Muslims.

The ability to access ISIS propaganda, via the social media, the relative ease by which many could travel to Syria to ‘enlist’ in their cause also served to heighten the sense of moral panic in the UK.

The enemy within
It was also recognised, especially in the wake of the Charlie Hebdo attacks in Paris and the stand-off in Belgium days later in January 2015, that this was now a Europe wide threat.

After being associated with the execution of US and UK citizens ‘Jihadi John’ hit the headlines with chilling messages – ‘I’m back and I’ll kill a Brit’ (Daily Mirror, 3rd September 2014); ‘A Briton will be next’ (Daily Mail, 3rd September 2014); ‘You’re next, Briton told’ (The Times, 3rd September 2014)) The media headlines relating to ‘Jihadi John’ added to the calls for tighter security, community surveillance and new legislation which resulted in David Cameron telling MPs:

However, and again, according to the Guardian, this ‘clear statement of intent was not backed by any proposals to match the rhetoric’.



ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN YOUR BOOK:

1) Give an example of two headlines that might have caused a ‘moral panic’ about terrorism

2) In your own words and using Cohen’s ideas, what is a ‘moral panic’?

3) How have fears about Jihadi John been made more serious through the way the media have written about him?

4) Why did the Guardian argue that fears about Jihadi John coming back to the UK are overblown or unnecessary?

STRETCH:

· In your view, is the moral panic about terrorism in the UK justified or not?

· What impacts do you think this moral panic might have on the lives, norms and views of British people?
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