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Classroom 
Expectations:

Arrive on time

Coat off

Bags off desks

Equipment & 
Planner on desks

TITLE: DATE:14/09/2018The Marxist Perspective

LOs

The Big Question:
Consensus versus Conflict: Which 
view gives us a better 
understanding of Society?

Objective Key Words

Know

Understand

TITLE: DATE: 14/09/2018

What contributions do alternative forms of 
Marxism make?

How does Marx describe society?

Apply How can we critique Marxism?

The Marxist Perspectve

Sep 1116:23

HOMEWORK: 

https://napierpress.com/booktwoworkbooks

Complete Functionalism section of the workbook, 
Due 18/9

Check Email for link to workbook and copies of textbook and lesson slides 

Marxism

• Like Durkheim, one of the founding fathers of 
sociology and thought sociology could study 
society scientifically.

Marxism ‐ Karl Marx 
1818‐83

Rejects the idea that the social structure is 
harmonious and based on value consensus ‐ 
believes it is based on a conflict of interests, 
especially economic interests.

Believed Capitalism would increase human 
misery before giving way to a classless 
communist society and then people would 
be free to fulfill their potential. 

Marxism

What are Karl Marx's main ideas??

Marxism ‐ Karl Marx 
1818‐83

Sep 1216:33

TASK: Watch the following clip and answer the 
questions below in pairs after the video. 

• Despite many criticisms that are often made of capitalism, why are Marx’s ideas often 
ignored? 

• Why does the clip suggest we should not ignore Marx’s ideas? 
• What were the communist party trying to do? 
• Explain the following problems with capitalism that Marx identified: a. Work in 

capitalist society is alienated. b. Work in capitalist society is insecure. c. Workers get 
paid little while capitalists get rich. d. Capitalism is unstable. e. Capitalism is bad for 
capitalists. 

• What is an ideology? Give an example. 
• What was Marx’s solution to the problems caused by capitalism? 
• What would communist society enable? 
• What did Marx’s ideas inspire? 
• According to the clip, why should we all be Marxists? 

B. Using the information from the clip, individually write a paragraph on how far you 
think Marx’s ideas are useful for understanding society today. 

Marxism ‐ Karl Marx 1818‐83

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSQgCy_iIcc&safe=active

https://napierpress.com/book-two-workbooks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSQgCy_iIcc&safe=active
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Marxism

Marxism ‐ Karl Marx's Key Ideas
Historical Materialism:

• Materialism means humans have material needs such 
as food, clothing, shelter and must work to achieve these.

• To meet their needs they use forces/means of 
production(unaided human labour).

• In working to meet their needs they cooperate with one 
another which they have to do to organise. They enter 
into social relations of production. 

• Over time the forces of production change (e.g. new tools) 
and the social relations of production also change. A 
division of labour develops which eventually becomes two 
classes:
> A class that owns the means of 

production
> A class of labourers.

Marxism

Marxism ‐ Karl Marx's Key Ideas
Historical Materialism:

• From then on the class of owners direct 
production to meet their needs. 

• Forces + Relations of production 
together = Mode of Production

• We live in a capitalist society. The mode of 
production forms the economic base of 
society. This economic base shapes the 
superstructure of society e.g. 
institutions, ideas, beliefs and behaviour. 

• So it shapes religion, law, education, the 
state and so on. 

Sep 1216:47 Marxism

Marxism ‐ Karl Marx's Key Ideas
Class Society & Exploitation

• In the earliest stages of human history there 
were no classes, no private ownership and no 
exploitation. 

• Everyone works and everything is shared = 
primitive communism.

• In a class society, one class can exploit 
another and keep the surplus product. 

• Different societies/epochs e.g. 
Ancient Society ‐ exploitation of slaves.
Feudal Society ‐ exploitation of serfs
Capitalist Society ‐ exploitation of free wage 

labourers.

Marxism

Marxism ‐ Karl Marx's Key Ideas
Capitalism: 3 distinctive features

• Proletariat are legally free and separated 
from the means of production. The proletariat 
only receive the cost of subsistence (keeping 
them alive.)

• Ownership of the means of production 
becomes concentrated in fewer and fewer 
hands (giant transnational corporations). 
Competition forces capitalists to pay as little as 
possible causing the immiseration 
(impoverishment) of the proletariat. 

• Production becomes concentrated in ever‐
larger units and technological advances result 
in a de‐skilled workforce. This produces class 
polarisation (minority versus majority). 

Marxism

Marxism ‐ Karl Marx's Key Ideas
Class Consciousness

• Capitalism sows the seeds of its own 
destruction by driving the proletariat’s 
wages down and bringing them together in 
large numbers.

• The working class can develop a 
consciousness of its own economic and 
political interests which are in opposition to 
its exploiters. 

• The proletariat therefore change from a 
class in itself to a class for itself. (aware 
of the need to overthrow capitalism)
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Marxism

Marxism ‐ Karl Marx's Key Ideas
Ideology

• The dominant ideas in society are the ideas of the 
economically dominant class.

• Institutions which produce and spread these ideas 
are education, the media and religion.

• They produce ideologies which legitimise (justify) 
the existing social order as desirable or 
inevitable. 

• These ideologies create a false consciousness which 
helps to sustain the system of inequality and 
exploitation. 

• Eventually, the proletariat see through this, become 
class conscious of their position as ‘wage slaves’. 

Marxism

Marxism ‐ Karl Marx's Key Ideas
Alienation

• The loss of control over our labour as we no 
longer create things to meet our needs. 

• Alienation is worse in capitalism because 
workers are completely separated from 
and have no control over the means of 
production.

• Division of Labour is so intense that the 
worker is reduced to an unskilled labourer 
mindlessly repeating a meaningless task. 
Does this apply to Britain today? 

• Religion also originates in the alienation of 
human labour. 

Marxism

Marxism ‐ Karl Marx's Key Ideas
The state, revolution and communism

• The state exists to protect the interests of the class 
of owners who control it. 

• The ruling class use the state as a weapon to 
protect their property, suppress opposition and 
prevent a revolution. 

• A proletarian revolution will abolish the state 
and create a classless communist society.

• Abolish exploitation and replace private ownership 
with social ownership

• End alienation as humans gain control of their 
labour and their products. 

• Marx expected revolutions to happen all over the 
world starting with the most advanced states. Why 
the most advanced first?

Sep 1216:56

Criticisms of Marx? 

Structural Althusser

• Interested in the stable features of Capitalism
• Suggests that capitalist society regenerates 
itself over time.

Structural Marxism: Althusser

Society is a 'social formation' made up of 
three structures: economic, political and 
ideological.

Each level is relatively autonomous.

For Capitalist society to survive it must 
meet 'conditions of existence' for example 
children must be socialised within the 
values of capitalism. This is done by the 
ideological state apparatus.

Ideological State 
Apparatus are the 
institutions that 
transmit ideology to 
carry on social 
arrangements (also 
known as???)

Humanist Gramsci

• Humanists focus on the dehumanising aspects of 
capitalism rather than the structure, such as the issue 
of alienation from labour.

Humanist Marxism: Gramsci

Politics and ideology are mostly 
independent of the economy.

The stability of capitalism is due to 
hegemony; our institutions pass on ideas 
that we then consent to and 'buy‐into'.

We can change our subservient position 
through collective struggle. Action, led by 
intellectuals, could lead to radical change.

Hegemony is the 
ideological control 
the ruling‐class 
have over the 
masses; their ideas 
are most powerful.
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Frankfurt school

• Theorists like Adorna, Horkheimer (1972) and 
Marcuse (1964) argue that the form of capitalism 
discussed by Marx has disappeared.

The Frankfurt School

Instrumental reason (seeing things for 
their value as a means to an end) has 
become dominant in society and this is 
bad. 

Mass media and capitalist ideals are also dominant. All of 
this leads to a society where people see their labour, their 
posessions and other people all as useful and to be 
exploited.

The media generates false needs which further enslave us 
and all of this creates people with weak self‐absorbed 
personalities that can be easily manipulated (by pop‐stars 
and politicians, for example) and can therefore be 
exploited.

Critiques

Critiques of Marxism
Problems with the general Marxist approach remain despite 
development by various theorists.

TASK: Using the images as 
stimulus, come up with at 
least 3 criticisms of the 
Marxist approach.Marx predicted a future 

that has not come to 
pass. If Marx's underlying 
logic is correct, why has 
his revolution not 
happened? 

Structural Marxism 
gives little credit to 
individual agency; 
people aren't just 
puppets of social 
structure through 
ideology!

Lots of speculation and 
generalisations underlay 
these theories without 
much empirical evidence.

Marxist theories 
fail to explain 
social interaction 
beyond a one‐
dimensional 
view of conflict.

Marxists assume 
that power is 
centralised, not 
fragmented 
among different 
groups.

Focuses overly on class conflict and 
ignores other groups that are exploited 
or margianlised.

Power..?

Plenary

Plenary
LO: To examine and explain theories of society as a class‐based conflict.

ANSWER THE LEARNING QUESTIONS...

D

C

A/B

1) What is the base/superstructure distinction?
2) What did Marx think would inevitably happen to 
society? Why?
3) Explain how Structural Marxism differs from classic 
Marxism.

1) Explain the key ideas of classical Marxism
2) Give an account of how one alternative form of Marxism 
differs.
3) Give an example of a critique of the Marxist approach.

1) Explain the key differences between classical, structural 
and humanist Marxism and the Frankfurt school.
2) Evaluate the marxist approach with reference to at least 
two critiques.

Plenary

REVIEW & REFLECT
TITLE: DATE: 14/09/18The Marxist Perspective

Task: 
Answer the following question: 

1) What is a social fact? 

2) What are functional prerequisites?

3) Explain one critique raised by merton

4) Why are shared values important to Durkheim?

5) How does Parsons describe society?

6) Explain the questions raised by Merton about the functionalist 
approach.

7) What are the differences and similarities between Durkheim's and 
Parsons' ideas of functionalism?

8) Explain three critiques of the functionalist approach
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