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Classroom 
Expectations:

Arrive on time

Coat off

Bags off desks

Equipment & 
Planner on desks

TITLE: DATE:Gender and educational achievement: External 5/11/2018

HOMEWORK DUE
DUE

TODAY

Redraft of 20 mark question from the induction 
test
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Objective Key Words
Know

Understand

How will you display SMSC today?
Courage ‐ Respect ‐ Friendship ‐ 
Inspiration ‐ Determination ‐ 

Equality ‐ Excellence
Empathy – Courtesy – Resilience  ‐ 

Etiquette

TITLE: DATE:

To give reasons and evidence for your views (ext: to consider 
alternative opinions and views)

To spot patterns and explain 
what's happening

Think about what we already know 
about ethnicity, gender and other issues: 
Which is the most important factor?

The Big Question:

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3
EDUCATION FAMILIES & BELIEFS CRIME

Gender and educational achievement: External

How achievement differs between 
genders

Why gender leads to differences in 
educational achievement

To what extent are different sociological 
explanations for gender differences 
convincing?

Gender

Social attitudes
Discrimination
Cannalisation
Labelling

Patriarchy
Value Consensus
Nuclear Family

5/11/2018

Where we are up to?
Done Class.

Now doing gender...
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Gender and achievement:
‐In the 1980s the major concern was the underachievement of 
girls (started falling behind boys after GCSE).
‐However by the 1990s a gap had emereged between boys and 
girls (girls achieving better at GCSE)

What does the evidence show?

Girls are ahead of 
boys by between 7% 
and 17% at the end of 
Year 1 (2013)

Boys are two and a 
half times more likely 
to have a statement 
of special needs (DFE 
2013)

The gender gap in 
English gets bigger with 
age.

At A Level, girls are more 
likely to sit, pass and get 
higher grades than boys: 
46.8% of girls gained A or Bs 
vs 42.2% of boys.

At GCSE in 2016, 71.3% of 
girls' entries achieved at 
least C vs 62.4% of boys 
(8.9% gap) ‐ the biggest 
gap since 2002.

Class discussion:

Prompt Questions:

What has changed in the last 100 years for girls/women?
Consider the family structure/society/schooling and the workforce/

What has changed for men/boys?

What impact might this be having on the educational achievement of both 
groups?

Why is this? What differences are there in genders to 
make these statistics so different do you think?

https://www.tes.com/news/school-news/breaking-news/gcse-results-gender-gap-widens-girls-pull-further-ahead
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Sharpe: 1976‐ girls priorities were 'love, marriage, husbands, children, 
jobs and careers, more or less in that order.'
1994‐ changed to 'job, career and being able to support themselves.'

Feminism and changing social attitudes:
Women's position as solely the housewife and mother in the family has 
changed hugely since the 1950s and 60s. This may explain girls working 
harder in school:

McRobbie 1994: Study of girls' magazines. In the 70s they emphasised 
the importance of love and marriage. Nowadays they contain assertive, 
independent women.

Francis (2001): Girls have higher career aspiations than ever before.

Can these social attitudes changes only be 
explained by feminism?

Changes in the family

Have changes in the family caused changing 
attitudes or is it the other way around?

Huge increase in divorce 
rate (now at 42% in UK) 
may explain increase of 
women looking for their 
own 
careers/independence.

Increase in single parent 
families (90% of which are 
female‐led households) mean 
more women head their 
families (around 1/4 of families 
with dependent children are 
single‐parent)

Increase of role‐models for young 
girls (financially independent 
women) may explain higher 
aspirations and therefore better 
educational achievement.
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Changes in women's employment

What impacts on girls in school might these changes 
in the workplace have?

1970 equal pay act makes it illegal 
to pay women less for the same 
work.
1975 sex discrimination act outlaws 
discrimination at work.

Gender pay gap is still estimated at 
between 9 and 14% for full time 
workers.

HOWEVER

Proportion of women in 
employment risen from 53% 
in 1971 to 67% in 2013.

More women in high profile 
jobs than ever before.

Changing girls' ambitions

Will these changing attitudes be the same for all 
girls? Why?

O'Connor (2006): study of 14‐17 year olds found that marriage and 
children were not major parts of their life plans.

Carol Fuller (2011): For many modern girls, educational success was a 
central aspect of their identity, and they aimed for a professional career 
to allow for their independence. 

Diane Reay (1998): Working class girls still see job opportunities as 
limited, whereas family status is available so they tend to aspire to be 
mothers and part of a couple more.

Biggart (2002): Working class girls are more likely to have difficulty in 
the labour market, whereas they see motherhood as a stable and viable 
option for their futures. They desire lower level jobs.
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But what challenges do girls still face?

‐Boys often draw attention 
away from girls (in school 
and the family) through 
needing more help or having 
challenging behaviour.

‐Class still a major issue, so 
middle class boys still outperform 
working class girls. Moreover, 
working class girls may have 
benefited less from the feminist 
movement and changing 
attitudes.

‐Girls more likely to choose 
arts/humanities subjects
so less likely to have 
careers in maths and 
science fields which may 
impact earning.

‐Women less likely to 
have same status in 
jobs as men who 
are equally qualified.

Jackson: 2010

‐Educational policy focuses on boys not girls so girls are 
marginalised, neglected or ignored.
‐Key issues that need to be addressed are peer 
pressure and demands for femininity and how this can 
impact a girl's self‐esteem.

Do you think pressure about image is 
worse for girls than boys or not?
Do schools do enough to combat this?
Does it have an impact upon ability to 
achieve at school?



Lesson 3 Gender and achievement  RGA.notebook

7

March 13, 2019

‐Lack of positive male 
role models for young 
men. Often seen as 
female profession.

‐Crisis of masculinity in 
general‐ not seen as 
traditional 
breadwinner 
anymore.

‐Boys think they are better 
than they actually are‐ 
whereas girls downplay their 
abilities. Francis‐ then when 
they do fail from lack of effort 
they blame the teachers or the 
system.

WHY DO BOYS NOT ACHIEVE AS HIGHLY AS GIRLS?

MITSOS AND BROWNE:
‐Since 1980's globalisation‐‐
decline in heavy industries like 
shipbuilding, mining and 
manufacturing led to fewer 
career options for non‐academic 
boys.

‐Many boys lack sense of 
purpose and motivation as feel 
there is little or no prospect of 
them getting a job, esp in 
deprived/poorer areas..

MITSOS AND BROWNE: 1998:
‐Girls benefit more from school format as they tend to better 
organised and more conscientious than boys.
‐Girls also better than boys in oral exams.
‐New Right thinker Pirie argues gender roles benefit girls in schools, 
eg to be neat, tidy and patient.
How does this point link to labelling and processes in schools? 

‐Gorard: 2005:
gender gap between boys and girls widened post 1988 when 
coursework was introduced as a major part of most GCSEs.

Conservative government has since 
cut a lot of coursework. More exam 
based assessments.
Which do you prefer and why?
Why do you think girls have done 
better than boys in coursework since 
it was introduced?
Is this unfair?
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Masculinity crisis.pdf
The gender gap.pdf

GROUP WORK:

Article task:
You will be asked to read different sections of an article and 
explain it back to the class.
‐You need five main points and be ready to explain any key 
words you come across.

Questions:
Summarise the main points of the section.
Can you consider examples from real life of what the article is 
about? (Application)
What are the strengths and weaknesses of this position?
How is this relevant to the topic of gender and achievement?
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PLENARY

Objective Key Words

Know

Understand

TITLE: DATE:

To give reasons and evidence for your views (ext: to consider 
alternative opinions and views)

To spot patterns and explain 
what's happening

How achievement differs between 
genders

Why gender leads to differences in 
educational achievement

To what extent are different sociological 
explanations for gender differences 
convincing?

Gender

Social attitudes
Discrimination
Cannalisation
Labelling

Patriarchy
Value Consensus
Nuclear Family

Gender and educational achievement: External 06/01/17

1) Explain two reasons why boys underachieve in education compared to girls.

2) Outline two changes in society that has led to girls improving their 
attainment in education.

In my opinion, the reason why girls still perform 
better than boys in schools is........

HOMEWORK
DUE
Tues

21st

Masculinity crisis.pdf

The gender gap.pdf

Read the following articles uploaded onto SMHW.
Summarise each article in 510 bullet points. 



Attachments

Masculinity crisis.pdf

The gender gap.pdf
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