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Classroom 
Expectations:

Arrive on time

Coat off

Bags off desks

Equipment & 
Planner on desks

TITLE: DATE: 27/11/17 Globalisation and Crime.

What do we mean by globalisation?

5 things that show we
live in a  globalised world?
Is globalisation 
a good or bad thing?

LOs

Objective Key Words
Know

Understand

How will you display SMSC today?
Courage ‐ Respect ‐ Friendship ‐ 
Inspiration ‐ Determination ‐ 

Equality ‐ Excellence
Empathy – Courtesy – Resilience  ‐ 

Etiquette

TITLE: DATE:

To give reasons and evidence for your views (ext: to consider 
alternative opinions and views)

The Big Question:

27/11/17

To understand the links between 
globalisation and crime.

 Globalisation and Crime.

‐What kinds of global crimes exist?

‐How does globalisation impact on 
crime rates and prevention?

‐To what extent has globalisation 
changed the way that we think about 
crime?

Glocalism
individualism
consumerism
capitalism

Mar 310:19

Globalisation
Key word Definition

• The shrinking of the world socially, culturally and 
economically
• Breaking down of territorial boundaries 

• McGrew (1992): The process whereby events, 
decisions and activities in one part of the world have 
significant consequences for people in other parts of 
the globe.

What is Globalisation?

How would Marxists describe the 
process of globalisation?

Mar 310:19

How does globalisation allow companies to 
maximise their profits?

Ian Taylor (1997): Global capitalism has allowed multinational 
companies (e.g. Nike, Starbucks, McDonalds) to move from country 
to country, to maximise profits.

1) Tax evasion (e.g. off‐shore accounts) ‐ very easy to do
2) Shifting production to cheapest countries, where there is no 
welfare provision and health and safety laws. 
3) Advertising jobs overseas, leading to lack of work in Western 
Europe 

UK Tax evasion controversies
Companies like Amazon, Starbucks 
and Google have been accused of 
avoiding millions in taxes by playing 
globalisation. In 2015/16, various deals 
were struck but companies still pay less 
than their fair share.

Dec 139:29 PM

1) International illegal drug trade:
EST worth $322 billion a year

2) Human trafficking
National Crime Survey 13000 people were victims of slavery in 2014.
Also trading in illegal immigrants (particularly relevant today)

3) Money‐laundering:
'matrix of global crime'‐ why would a globalised world enable this?

4) Cybercrime:
'Glocal'‐ as many crimes in the UK have links outside the country.
Costs UK 27billion pounds a year.
‐Internet based
‐Child porn and paedophilia
‐Terrorist groups and websites (ISIS)
‐Cyber attacks (Talk talk in 2015)
‐Identity theft

Examples and extent of global crime:
Using your phones/own knowledge, research some real life examples of global crime. 
In an essay you will be able to use these examples as AO2 application.

Dec 1408:15

5) Transnational organised crime:
FARR: 2 main forms of global networks:
1) Established mafias: Italian and American mafias/Japanese Yakusa and 
Chinese Triads‐long established based upon family anf cultural ties.
2) Newer organised crime groups: new since 1980s and changes politically‐ 
Russian and Esatern European groups

Castells: international linkages between criminal groups with small groupings 
being deterritorialized (less tied to specific countries)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IzwR03F4rL8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-35416812
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Global to local ‐glocalism:

Hobbs and Dunnigham:
global networks need local contexts and establishments to 
work. These emphasise the inter‐connectivity between 
the global and the local. Therefore the exact criminal activity 
depends upon the exact political and economic circumstances 
at that time.

Key word Definition

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ukscotland39855287

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/worldafrica39855519

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk39863389

AO2: Key Evidence

Glocalism can be illistrated today by......

In this case it definitely demonstrates the disadvantages of globalisation in relation to criminal 
activity.

However the extent to which globalisation itself can be blames is questionable because other 
factors include....

Dec 139:47 PM

Key main consequences of global world:

1)Disorganised capitalism:
Lash and Urry: less regulation and state control over finances.
Taylor‐ fewer job security and more job insecurity/more part time and temporary 
jobs.
2)Growth of inequality:
Winners in developed world lead to losers in developing world. More risk
and insecurity leads them to feel more like committing crime.
3) Supply and demand:
‐Demand for sex and illegal drugs and organs are being met by many
poor or desperate people and international criminal gangs win out.
4) More opportunities for crime and new means of committing crime (previously 
discussed)
5)Global consumerism‐materialism‐ Young and Left Realism with 'bulimic society'
6)Growing individualism:
Bauman 2000‐ people believe they must look after themselves and cannot rely on 
their family or government to look after them‐ costs/benefits exercise
7) Global risk of society: (Beck)‐ global fears and the media promoting fears can lead 
to hate crimes.

May 417:23

Rothe and Friedrichs‐ role of IMF and World Bank in crimes of 
globalisation.
Word Bank deals with 188 member states  yet only 5 hold over a 
third of the voting rights.

These bodies impose capitalist neo‐liberal policies on other 
nation states: 'structural adjustment' programmes to cut 
spending on health and education. They often require 
government to cut spending on health and education and 
invest in private companies.

Rothe: these policies often create room for crime, eg: in 
Rwanda led to mass unemployment which led to economic 
conditions leading to the genocide.

May 417:30

McMafia‐ Glenny calls McMafia:

Origins of transnational organised crime to the break up of the Soviet 
Union...deregulation of global markets.
Russia then deregulated except for key areas of profit (gas and oil, 
which remained very cheap)
Richest Russians who then were in the government or working for the KGB 
sold off their share of oil/gas for huge prices and became 'oligarchs' you 
hear about now.
Turned to mafia to protect their wealth in increasing disorder.

Mar 807:45

MICHAELOWSKI & KRAMER:
Modern transnational companies set up a policy of law evasion: going to 
states where there are no laws to protect the environment or human 
regarding cheap labour/ production costs etc....
Also may sell goods to other countries deemed unsafe (e.g. cheap and 
ineffective pharmaceuticals)

EXAMPLES??

BOX:
The dumping of waste:
Officials from poorer countries are likely to accept bribes etc, 
which is still cheaper than official routes elsewhere.

Some sociologists suggest that the pressures to 
reduce costs & make money from global 
markets has driven down health and safety 
standards in developing countries, leading to 
tragedies like the Rana Plaza factory collapse 
in Bangladesh in 2013.

Mar 807:26

What are the negative consequences of global 
capitalism?

How does globalisation fit in with the New 
Right?

Reduced job security and 
increased unemployment (e.g. 
manufacturing), leading to 
some (e.g. working class men), 
turning to crime as an 
alternative.

A new 
'underclass' (e.g. 
'Benefits Street' 
documentary)

Increased 
employment of illegal 
workers, illegal 
immigrants and 
people working while 
claiming benefits.

Low wages

Breach of health 
and safety laws 
and regulations.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-39855287
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-39855519
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-39863389
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/bangladesh-factory-collapse-41-charged-over-deadly-rana-plaza-tragedy-a6781876.html
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How is globalisation helping?

Green movements ‐ 
Globalisation supports awareness 
raising an investigation into 
environmental damage/crimes 
like deforestation and man‐
made climate change. 
International pressure groups can 
operate to make a change.

International 
Policing ‐ law 
enforcement agencies 
cooperate across 
borders, e.g. INTERPOL, 
The European Arrest 
Warrant etc

Global Awareness ‐ 
Globalisation makes the 
world aware of state 
crimes and human rights 
abuses around the world 
e.g. North Korea, Syria

Do these benefits 
outweigh the 
additional criminal 
activities? Who's a 
step ahead?

Positive impacts of globalisation on crime?

Dec 139:20 PM

‐Focus on new types of crime is important.
‐Often secretive nature of some such crimes is difficult to study for sociologists.
‐Dependence on secondary sources.
‐Research may be dangerous.
‐Some may find some of this crime as a distraction from other crimes 
which impact day to day lives of people more.
‐Easy to exaggerate global crime‐impacts some countries more than others but 
generally crime in UK is falling.
‐Globalisation of crime has also led to globalised efforts to fight crime‐
so committing crime is more difficult than before.

Evaluation of crime and globalisation:

Mar 710:31

• Blood diamonds
• Organ Trafficking 
• Sex trafficking
• Drug trafficking
• International Terrorism 
• Piracy
• Cybercrime

Globalisation and Crime Activity

Evaluate whether globalisation make it more 
or less difficult to deal with these kind of 
crimes.

Mar 507:54

Exam practice: Globalisation and crime (Jan 2012)

Using material from Item B and elsewhere, evaluate the view that the process of
globalisation has led to changes in both the amount of crime and the types of crime 
committed. (21 marks)

Has globalisation resulted in changes in the amount and type of crimes committed? 

Points you need to include in your answer

What is globalisation?
What are some of the characteristics of globalisation/which factors have led to globalisation?
Has globalisation changed the amount of crime committed?
Has globalisation changed the types of crimes being committed?
• Which crimes are being committed because of globalisation?
• Who is committing these crimes and what role has globalisation played?
• Include regular AO2 examples, from studies but also more recent real life examples.
Evaluation points
• What other factors, apart from globalisation, have impacted the amount and type of crimes 
being committed?
• What would different sociological theories argue (e.g. Marxism) and 
what are the strengths and weaknesses of their arguments?

30 marks

Jan 508:03

LQs:

P
le

na
ry

7 minute 
summary

In my view, globalisation has 
been a positive/negative process 
because...

Globalisation makes some crimes more likely, such 
as...

Sociologists argue that globalisation has led to..

On the other hand, globalisation also helps us 
tackle crime for example....

LO: To understand the links between globalisation and crime

‐What kinds of global crimes exist?
‐How does globalisation impact on crime rates and prevention?
‐Why had globalisation changed the way that we think about 
crime?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDyBE0xo-4A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dboNgsOTt_s
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/8457995.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/8122768.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10354350
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-11563353
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‘Jihadi John’: the making of a moral panic

‘JIHADI JOHN: I’LL BEHEAD 20 MORE’, Daily Star, 22nd August 2014

‘250 JIHADIS BACK IN BRITAIN’, Daily Mirror, 28th August 2014

‘CLIMATE OF FEAR! THERESA MAY RAISES UK TERROR THREAT LEVEL TO SEVERE’, Independent, 30th August 2014

‘BRITAIN’S BATTLE TO BEAT TERROR! 40 PLOTS SMASHED, 753 ARRESTS BUT MAY WARNS THREAT IS NEVER GREATER’, Sun, 25th November 2014

Stanley Cohen, in his seminal study Folk Devils and Moral Panics (1964), says that societies ‘appear to be subject, every now and then, to periods of moral panic’.

‘A condition, episode, person or group of persons emerge to become defined as a threat to societal values and interests; its nature is presented in a stylised and stereotypical fashion by the mass media; the moral barricades are manned by editors, bishops, politicians and other right thinking people; socially accredited experts pronounce their diagnoses and solutions; ways of coping are evolved.’
Stanley Cohen

Since Cohen’s study in 1964, many such ‘folk devils’ and moral panics have been identified.

In the contemporary climate, the ‘moral panic’ has been identified as Islamic fundamentalists – radicalised Muslim youth and the ‘home-grown’ terrorist. Building on Cohen’s assertion – and in the British context – one such moral panic is the fear of the increased threat of violence on British streets emanating from the identified modern ‘folk devils’ – the returning British born jihadist.

Jihadi John
This has been exacerbated by the wave of Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) executions of Western hostages by beheading over the last year, sending shockwaves throughout the world. The fact that those Western hostages executed were innocent people, going about their work in either delivering aid or simply reporting to the world the unfolding tragedy in that region, compounded the sense of revulsion and moral outrage as well as raising the uncomfortable question as to how to confront this new and seemingly invincible ‘force of evil’.

The fact that the US and UK intelligence community identified the chief executioner as a British subject – known in the media as ‘Jihadi John’ – sent further shock waves throughout the West especially in the UK. The response from the politicians in Westminster and the British media was as predictable – as was the shock and horror that a British born citizen could commit such atrocities.

The subsequent blanket broadcast media coverage that followed each of the executions was equalled by the British press – as the headlines above indicate. Collectively, it could be argued at that time, the British media succeeded in stimulating a new moral panic to which the Westminster coalition government had to respond.

The new moral panic lay not so much in the rise of ISIS, but rather the realisation that young British Muslims had joined their ranks, and that they were prepared to share with the social media savvy and other politically disillusioned young Muslim people in the UK the results of their ‘work’.

Part of this moral panic derived from the fact that the increased, and some might say draconian, measures put in place in the aftermath of the London bombings and Glasgow Airport attack in 2007, appeared to be ineffectual. Measures such as increased surveillance of young Muslims, increased stop and search in particular communities and the implementation of anti and de-radicalisation projects including the PREVENT strategy, whilst designed to keep the UK safe from terrorism appeared to only add to the radicalisation process for a minority of young ‘hard to reach’, disillusioned and alienated young Muslims.

The ability to access ISIS propaganda, via the social media, the relative ease by which many could travel to Syria to ‘enlist’ in their cause also served to heighten the sense of moral panic in the UK.

The enemy within
It was also recognised, especially in the wake of the Charlie Hebdo attacks in Paris and the stand-off in Belgium days later in January 2015, that this was now a Europe wide threat.

After being associated with the execution of US and UK citizens ‘Jihadi John’ hit the headlines with chilling messages – ‘I’m back and I’ll kill a Brit’ (Daily Mirror, 3rd September 2014); ‘A Briton will be next’ (Daily Mail, 3rd September 2014); ‘You’re next, Briton told’ (The Times, 3rd September 2014)) The media headlines relating to ‘Jihadi John’ added to the calls for tighter security, community surveillance and new legislation which resulted in David Cameron telling MPs:

However, and again, according to the Guardian, this ‘clear statement of intent was not backed by any proposals to match the rhetoric’.



ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN YOUR BOOK:

1) Give an example of two headlines that might have caused a ‘moral panic’ about terrorism

2) In your own words and using Cohen’s ideas, what is a ‘moral panic’?

3) How have fears about Jihadi John been made more serious through the way the media have written about him?

4) Why did the Guardian argue that fears about Jihadi John coming back to the UK are overblown or unnecessary?

STRETCH:

· In your view, is the moral panic about terrorism in the UK justified or not?

· What impacts do you think this moral panic might have on the lives, norms and views of British people?
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