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Classroom 
Expectations:

Arrive on time

Coat off

Bags off desks

Equipment & 
Planner on desks

TITLE: DATE: 30/11/17 The Media and Crime

To what extent does the media create fear 
in society?

To what extent does the media glamourise 
crime? 

LOs

Objective Key Words
Know

Understand

How will you display SMSC today?
Courage ‐ Respect ‐ Friendship ‐ 
Inspiration ‐ Determination ‐ 

Equality ‐ Excellence
Empathy – Courtesy – Resilience  ‐ 

Etiquette

TITLE: DATE:

To give reasons and evidence for your views (ext: to consider 
alternative opinions and views)

The Big Question:

30/11/17

To assess the links between the 
media and crime.

 The media and crime

‐What is agenda setting and how is it 
utilised by the media?

‐How is the use of moral panics still 
relevant today?

‐To what extent are moral panics used by 
the media and are 
they ever justified?

Agenda setting
news values
folk devils
deviancy amplification

Moral panic differences
 over decades

Dec 1414:35

To what extent is some crime or violence glamorized 
by the media?

Dec 1414:39

Key word Definition

Agenda setting:
involves the power to manage which issues
are to be presented for public discussion and
debate and which issues are to be kept in 
the background.

Guess the meanings of this key term.

Dec 1414:46

How can agenda setting give the public an inaccurate perception of crime?

Can you think of any examples?

What examples can you think of when mainstream media is disputed by other forms
of media such as within social networking sites?

Nov 2917:53
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Public perceptions and the distortion and exaggeration of crime:

Majority of people base their knowledge of crime & the criminal justice 
system on the media.

Surette 2010: 'a backwards law' ‐ the media construct images of crime and 
justice which are an opposite/backwards version of reality.'

GREER 2003:
Media misrepresents by:
‐Over‐representing and exaggerating sex drug and violence related crimes, 
(sexual assault, murder, armed robbery). Under‐representing most usual 
crimes (property crime).
‐Exaggerating risks of becoming victims  faced by higher status white 
people, older people and women and children.
‐Emphasising individual incidents.

To what extent
do you agree or
disagree with this view?
Justify with examples.

Nov 2917:58

Key word Definition

News values:
the values and assumptions held by editors and 
journalists which guide them to choose what is 
'newsworthy'‐ what to report, what to leave out, 
and how it should be presented.

Guess the meanings of this key term.

Dec 1414:23

Depiction of news values: Read these 
and consider: from newspapers/sources 
you read can you think of examples 
for 5 of these points?

Dec 1415:25

Key word Definition

Key word Definition

Deviancy amplification:
is the way the media may actually make worse
or create the very deviance they condemn by their
exaggerated, sensationalised reporting of events and 
their presence at them.

Folk devils:
are individuals or groups posing an imagined
or exaggerated threat to society.

Guess the meanings of these key terms.

Dec 1414:26

Read Folk Devils and Moral 
Panics summary and 
consider:
What parallels can be 
drawn with any examples 
today?

Dec 1414:30

THE PROCESS BY WHICH A 
MORAL PANIC IS 
CREATED

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTpt1nFPkc&safe=active

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-HTpt1nFPkc&safe=active
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Moral panics:
Hall and Cohen suggest media 
driven panics are most likely to occur 
during periods of rapid social change or 
political crisis. Those blamed tend to be 
social groups that are easy to scapegoat. 
Thereby strengthening the status quo and 
marginalising those who challenge it.

Consider: what does marginalisation make 
you think of perspective wise? Can you 
link?

Dec 1415:48

Are moral panics relevant today?

McRobbie and Thornton: NO‐ outdated in new media age.  
Media saturation & 24 hour news cycles one story now becomes lost in amongst 
hundreds much quicker.

Hunt: Boundaries which separate moral/immoral are blurred‐in today's risk society. 
Things which used to lead to moral panics no longer relevant, now harder to define.

Steve Hall 2012: dismisses moral panics  
News outlets vent people's annoyance with other people today but don't incite 
moral panics. The media does sensationalise though, but soothes with exaggeration 
that police solve most crimes.

BUT critically Hall does say crime is REAL and it shouldn't be dismissed by liberal 
sociologists‐ it's a real part of everyday life for many communities. 
We should not undermine the harm done to victims.

To what extent could you argue moral panics 
aren't as relevant  today?

Do you agree with Hall that liberal sociologists 
dismiss moral panics too much just because 
they aren't as affected by crime as working 
class people?

Dec 1312:18

PPQ Plenary:
Peer assess:

Nov 2917:34
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‘Jihadi John’: the making of a moral panic

‘JIHADI JOHN: I’LL BEHEAD 20 MORE’, Daily Star, 22nd August 2014

‘250 JIHADIS BACK IN BRITAIN’, Daily Mirror, 28th August 2014

‘CLIMATE OF FEAR! THERESA MAY RAISES UK TERROR THREAT LEVEL TO SEVERE’, Independent, 30th August 2014

‘BRITAIN’S BATTLE TO BEAT TERROR! 40 PLOTS SMASHED, 753 ARRESTS BUT MAY WARNS THREAT IS NEVER GREATER’, Sun, 25th November 2014

Stanley Cohen, in his seminal study Folk Devils and Moral Panics (1964), says that societies ‘appear to be subject, every now and then, to periods of moral panic’.

‘A condition, episode, person or group of persons emerge to become defined as a threat to societal values and interests; its nature is presented in a stylised and stereotypical fashion by the mass media; the moral barricades are manned by editors, bishops, politicians and other right thinking people; socially accredited experts pronounce their diagnoses and solutions; ways of coping are evolved.’
Stanley Cohen

Since Cohen’s study in 1964, many such ‘folk devils’ and moral panics have been identified.

In the contemporary climate, the ‘moral panic’ has been identified as Islamic fundamentalists – radicalised Muslim youth and the ‘home-grown’ terrorist. Building on Cohen’s assertion – and in the British context – one such moral panic is the fear of the increased threat of violence on British streets emanating from the identified modern ‘folk devils’ – the returning British born jihadist.

Jihadi John
This has been exacerbated by the wave of Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) executions of Western hostages by beheading over the last year, sending shockwaves throughout the world. The fact that those Western hostages executed were innocent people, going about their work in either delivering aid or simply reporting to the world the unfolding tragedy in that region, compounded the sense of revulsion and moral outrage as well as raising the uncomfortable question as to how to confront this new and seemingly invincible ‘force of evil’.

The fact that the US and UK intelligence community identified the chief executioner as a British subject – known in the media as ‘Jihadi John’ – sent further shock waves throughout the West especially in the UK. The response from the politicians in Westminster and the British media was as predictable – as was the shock and horror that a British born citizen could commit such atrocities.

The subsequent blanket broadcast media coverage that followed each of the executions was equalled by the British press – as the headlines above indicate. Collectively, it could be argued at that time, the British media succeeded in stimulating a new moral panic to which the Westminster coalition government had to respond.

The new moral panic lay not so much in the rise of ISIS, but rather the realisation that young British Muslims had joined their ranks, and that they were prepared to share with the social media savvy and other politically disillusioned young Muslim people in the UK the results of their ‘work’.

Part of this moral panic derived from the fact that the increased, and some might say draconian, measures put in place in the aftermath of the London bombings and Glasgow Airport attack in 2007, appeared to be ineffectual. Measures such as increased surveillance of young Muslims, increased stop and search in particular communities and the implementation of anti and de-radicalisation projects including the PREVENT strategy, whilst designed to keep the UK safe from terrorism appeared to only add to the radicalisation process for a minority of young ‘hard to reach’, disillusioned and alienated young Muslims.

The ability to access ISIS propaganda, via the social media, the relative ease by which many could travel to Syria to ‘enlist’ in their cause also served to heighten the sense of moral panic in the UK.

The enemy within
It was also recognised, especially in the wake of the Charlie Hebdo attacks in Paris and the stand-off in Belgium days later in January 2015, that this was now a Europe wide threat.

After being associated with the execution of US and UK citizens ‘Jihadi John’ hit the headlines with chilling messages – ‘I’m back and I’ll kill a Brit’ (Daily Mirror, 3rd September 2014); ‘A Briton will be next’ (Daily Mail, 3rd September 2014); ‘You’re next, Briton told’ (The Times, 3rd September 2014)) The media headlines relating to ‘Jihadi John’ added to the calls for tighter security, community surveillance and new legislation which resulted in David Cameron telling MPs:

However, and again, according to the Guardian, this ‘clear statement of intent was not backed by any proposals to match the rhetoric’.



ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN YOUR BOOK:

1) Give an example of two headlines that might have caused a ‘moral panic’ about terrorism

2) In your own words and using Cohen’s ideas, what is a ‘moral panic’?

3) How have fears about Jihadi John been made more serious through the way the media have written about him?

4) Why did the Guardian argue that fears about Jihadi John coming back to the UK are overblown or unnecessary?

STRETCH:

· In your view, is the moral panic about terrorism in the UK justified or not?

· What impacts do you think this moral panic might have on the lives, norms and views of British people?
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