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Classroom 
Expectations:

Arrive on time

Coat off

Bags off desks

Equipment & 
Planner on desks

TITLE: DATE: 28/01/19Ethnicity and Crime

Gilroy Lea & YoungHall et al

What do these left realists/ neo 
marxists  have to say about crime?

What might other 
theorists suggest about 
ethnicity and crime?

Objective Key Words
Know

Understand

How will you display SMSC today?
Courage ‐ Respect ‐ Friendship ‐ 
Inspiration ‐ Determination ‐ 

Equality ‐ Excellence
Empathy – Courtesy – Resilience  ‐ 

Etiquette

TITLE: DATE:

To give reasons and evidence for your views (ext: to consider 
alternative opinions and views)

The Big Question:

To outline institutional racism and cultural 
defense. 

To understand how sociologists explain the 
rate of crime among ethnic minorities.

To what extent might statistics on ethnicity 
and crime be invalid?

What is the link between ethnicity, gender, 
social class and crime?

20/11/17Ethnicity and Crime

Institutional racism

Cultural defense
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DUE

MAKE A NOTE

TITLE: 

HOMEWORK

Answer as though a 30 
marker27th 

Crime and ethnicity:

How do we expect crime 
rates of different ethnicities to 
differ?? Guess the statistics.

Statistics show that people from ethnic minorities, especially afro‐
Caribbean and Asians, are overrepresented in prisons.

• Black Britons make up 3% of the population of 
the UK, but a massive 11% of the prison population.
• Of the 2 million people arrested each year, 16% 
are Black, 7% asian.

What might some 
sociologists say about 
the source of these 
expectations?
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What can we discern from 
this table?
Why do you think these 
differences exist?

TASK: Summarise the 
evidence from this graph 
in at least 3 bullet points.

What can we discern from 
this source?

TASK: Summarise the 
evidence from this source in 
at least 3 bullet points.

The figures showed that a lower proportion of males who were 
accused of violent and sexual crimes (including those subsequently 
acquitted) in 2009–10 were white. Of the recorded 18,091 such 
accusations against males, 46 percent accused of street crimes 
were white; for robbery, 41 percent; for gun crimes, 33 percent; 
and for sexual offences, 68 percent. The paper reported that 69 
percent of London's population is white.

Sunday telepgraph
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Young black men are 
often stereotyped in 
the media as being 
criminals.

What evidence exists for this difference?

Extension: are 
there any 
alternate 
explanations for 
these evidence 
and figures?

Operation trident ‐ Met Police 
special operation focussed on Gang 
crime including guns and crime in 
Afro‐Caribbean communities.

Black people were the subject 
of 14.8 percent of all stop and 
searches, compared to 7.6 
percent of arrests and 6.7 
percent of cautions

The investigation of 
the murder of 
Steven Lawrence 
demonstrated ‐
institutional 
racism in the police

Stop and search

Stephen Lawrence

Reiner: 2000
a racist 'canteen culture'
among the police, suspicion,
racism and macho values all 
leading to mistrust of
ethnic minorities.

The Macphearson inquiry
After the racist murder of Stephen 
Lawrence, the Macpherson inquiry 
concluded that the police were 
institutionally racist. This effectively 
confirmed what many sociologists had 
argued for years.

http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2012/jan/03/howstephenlawrencechangedbritain

Institutional Racism
Key word Definition

An organisation with 'procedures, 
practices and a culture that tend 
exclude or disadvantage non‐white 
people'

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-16940160
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EFjLyFrkmL4&safe=active
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHRi32ezrPs&safe=active
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2012/jan/03/how-stephen-lawrence-changed-britain
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 A cultural defense, a novel theory, is a defense to the prosecution for a 
criminal act which, according to the defendant results from his/her cultural 
background. Sometimes, this defense is raised by those accused of female 
genital mutilation.

Key word Definition

Australia:
R v. Dincer, (1983) In this case an Australian Justice reduced a Turkish Muslim 

immigrant’s charge from murder to 
manslaughter. The homicide was triggered by the father learning of his daughter’s 

alleged extramarital conduct. The 
judge concluded that because of his cultural differences, the tradition of honour killing 

in his culture, a defence of 
provocation was allowed.

America:
People v. Kimura ‐ In People v. Kimura, the Japanese mother of two children 

attempted to commit suicide after learning 
of her husband’s infidelity. She tried to drown herself and her two children. Her 

children died, but she survived. She was 
charged with double murder. The prosecutor was inundated with letters from 

Japanese Americans explaining that in 
Japanese culture it was considered a much graver crime to commit suicide and leave 

two children abandoned without a 
mother. The Attorney General's office reached a plea bargain with Kimura in which 

she was sentenced to one year in 
prison and a five year probation.

To what extent do you think a defence of cultural defense can ever be justified?
 

Task: Read the two examples and be ready to explain your 
reaction to the judgements.

Cultural Defense 

Direct racial discrimination:

Fitzgerald 1993‐ found police discrimination was greatest in situation where
police had scope/opportunity to exploit their own stereotypes.
‐90% of stop and searches don't lead to arrests.

Bowles and Gintis‐ undermines trust for police/resentment‐riots?
‐Could lead to a self fulfilling prophecy‐more robberies due
to labelling.

‐CPS more likely to drop court proceedings against black and Asians than white offenders. 
Often due to insufficient evidence. Also lower conviction rate.
Why do the cases get that far?

‐More likely to be imprisoned and for longer than their white counterparts.

Sharp and Budd 2005: self report study:
Black people less likely to offend than white
Despite lower levels of crime black people and other minority groups more likely to be 
arrested, and convicted in their lifetime than white.
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How might sociologists explain these figures, 
assuming they're true?

Think back to the sociological arguments for why 
criminal and deviant behaviour takes place...

Police Bias ‐ Because the Police stop, 
arrest and report crime committed by 
people from ethnic minorities more, our 
crime statistics will reflect this.

Incorrect Reporting 
‐ Crimes committed by 
members of ethnic 
minorities may be 
more likely to be 
recorded and reported 
by the majority white 
population.

What reasons might there be for 
these statistics being incorrect?

Institutional Racism ‐ It is 
argued that the British justice 
system from police to judiciary is 
institutionally prejudiced, leading 
to higher conviction rates for ethnic 
minority offenders and skewing the 
data.

Why might neo‐
Marxists agree 
about many of 
these conclusions?
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  Mini plenary:

What are the differences in ethnicity within the criminal 
justice system? Imprisoned and arrested?

What reasons are there for this?

What did the Macphearson report argue?

What evidence is there that institutional racism exists?

LO: To understand the links between ethnicity and crime.

Crime & Deviance
TITLE: Ethnicity and Crime

LQs‐What are the key factors in explaining ethnic minority crime?
‐How do sociologists explain why black people may commit crime 
and how might this be exaggerated societally?
‐To evaluate key studies on ethnicity and crime.

How might statistics on 
ethnicity be invalid?
Do your own definition 
of institutional racism.

Do you know the case of Rodney 
King?
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Neo‐Marxist Gilroy‐ 
1982‐ crime in 1970s was a form of political action, resistance to inequality 
and oppressors in the form of police racism and harrassment. Myth of black 
criminality versus white.
Labels of black men as muggers and Asians as illegal immigrants.

Where can we see this today?
What examples can you give that illustrate Gilroy's point?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6QEqoYgQxw&feature=youtu.be

Hall in 1970s argues that Britain was facing a political and 
economic crisis threatening ruling class power‐  a crisis in 
hegemony.
Media publishing some crime statistics then creating moral 
panics through them.
'Black mugger' headline stuck which then justified police's 
aggressive policies against the black community like stop 
and search‐‐‐brought back ruling class dominance and 
diverted attention from real problems.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6QEqoYgQxw&feature=youtu.be
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Evaluate these Neo‐Marxist theories:

1) Conflict between the police and minority ethnic groups remains, 
but the crises of the 1970's no longer do‐ so there must be more of 
an explanation required.
2) Gilroy seems to be subjective when he says black crime is crime 
against oppressors, not all black people that commit crime will see 
it as a political act.
3) Much black crime is committed against black people, how would 
this be explained?
4) Much crime is reported by public (Lea and Young critique) so 
police racism can't be so much of a problem?

Could you argue we have a 
new crisis in Britain and US 
with race?
Give specific examples. So 
could Neo Marxist theory be 
more relevant again?

Lea and Young:
three reasons why black criminality might 
be higher for some offences:

What are these reasons?

1) Marginality
2) Relative deprivation
3) Subcultures
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• Philips & Bowling (2002) argue that the criminal justice 

system is racist and that some groups are socially excluded and 
impoverished.
• Critical issue – ‘stop and search’ (5‐8 times higher for black 

males than white).
• Higher number of arrests for young black people in inner cities.

Higher imprisonment rate for black people than white people.
• Asian groups suffer in a similar way but they may commit 

fewer crimes due to a clearer cultural identity.

Do you find 
Phillips & 
Bowling 
convincing? stop & 

search 

Factors affecting ethnicity and crime

Is 
representation 
being higher 
in some areas 
a justification 
for the figures?

Waddington (2004) British Journal of Criminology
• Argues that the police do stop a proportionately 
higher number of blacks compared to whites.
• However,  there are more ethnic minority youths out 
at night in inner cities and that the police simply target 
those in high risk areas.  
• If the area is disproportionately represented by 
young black males they are more likely to be 
stopped and searched – because of where they are 
rather than their ethnicity

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05m9fwf
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LQs:
P

le
na

ry

7 minute 
summary

However, these crime statistics 
may be invalid because...

Institutional racism is...
Cultural defense is...

An example of evidence that suggests criminality 
amongst ethnic minorities is disproprotionate is...

Sociologists might argue that this is because... 

LO: To understand the links between ethnicity and crime
‐What are 'institutional racism' and 'cultural defense'?
‐How do sociologists explain the rate of crime among minorities?
‐To what extent might statistics on ethnicity and crime be 
invalid?
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‘Jihadi John’: the making of a moral panic

‘JIHADI JOHN: I’LL BEHEAD 20 MORE’, Daily Star, 22nd August 2014

‘250 JIHADIS BACK IN BRITAIN’, Daily Mirror, 28th August 2014

‘CLIMATE OF FEAR! THERESA MAY RAISES UK TERROR THREAT LEVEL TO SEVERE’, Independent, 30th August 2014

‘BRITAIN’S BATTLE TO BEAT TERROR! 40 PLOTS SMASHED, 753 ARRESTS BUT MAY WARNS THREAT IS NEVER GREATER’, Sun, 25th November 2014

Stanley Cohen, in his seminal study Folk Devils and Moral Panics (1964), says that societies ‘appear to be subject, every now and then, to periods of moral panic’.

‘A condition, episode, person or group of persons emerge to become defined as a threat to societal values and interests; its nature is presented in a stylised and stereotypical fashion by the mass media; the moral barricades are manned by editors, bishops, politicians and other right thinking people; socially accredited experts pronounce their diagnoses and solutions; ways of coping are evolved.’
Stanley Cohen

Since Cohen’s study in 1964, many such ‘folk devils’ and moral panics have been identified.

In the contemporary climate, the ‘moral panic’ has been identified as Islamic fundamentalists – radicalised Muslim youth and the ‘home-grown’ terrorist. Building on Cohen’s assertion – and in the British context – one such moral panic is the fear of the increased threat of violence on British streets emanating from the identified modern ‘folk devils’ – the returning British born jihadist.

Jihadi John
This has been exacerbated by the wave of Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) executions of Western hostages by beheading over the last year, sending shockwaves throughout the world. The fact that those Western hostages executed were innocent people, going about their work in either delivering aid or simply reporting to the world the unfolding tragedy in that region, compounded the sense of revulsion and moral outrage as well as raising the uncomfortable question as to how to confront this new and seemingly invincible ‘force of evil’.

The fact that the US and UK intelligence community identified the chief executioner as a British subject – known in the media as ‘Jihadi John’ – sent further shock waves throughout the West especially in the UK. The response from the politicians in Westminster and the British media was as predictable – as was the shock and horror that a British born citizen could commit such atrocities.

The subsequent blanket broadcast media coverage that followed each of the executions was equalled by the British press – as the headlines above indicate. Collectively, it could be argued at that time, the British media succeeded in stimulating a new moral panic to which the Westminster coalition government had to respond.

The new moral panic lay not so much in the rise of ISIS, but rather the realisation that young British Muslims had joined their ranks, and that they were prepared to share with the social media savvy and other politically disillusioned young Muslim people in the UK the results of their ‘work’.

Part of this moral panic derived from the fact that the increased, and some might say draconian, measures put in place in the aftermath of the London bombings and Glasgow Airport attack in 2007, appeared to be ineffectual. Measures such as increased surveillance of young Muslims, increased stop and search in particular communities and the implementation of anti and de-radicalisation projects including the PREVENT strategy, whilst designed to keep the UK safe from terrorism appeared to only add to the radicalisation process for a minority of young ‘hard to reach’, disillusioned and alienated young Muslims.

The ability to access ISIS propaganda, via the social media, the relative ease by which many could travel to Syria to ‘enlist’ in their cause also served to heighten the sense of moral panic in the UK.

The enemy within
It was also recognised, especially in the wake of the Charlie Hebdo attacks in Paris and the stand-off in Belgium days later in January 2015, that this was now a Europe wide threat.

After being associated with the execution of US and UK citizens ‘Jihadi John’ hit the headlines with chilling messages – ‘I’m back and I’ll kill a Brit’ (Daily Mirror, 3rd September 2014); ‘A Briton will be next’ (Daily Mail, 3rd September 2014); ‘You’re next, Briton told’ (The Times, 3rd September 2014)) The media headlines relating to ‘Jihadi John’ added to the calls for tighter security, community surveillance and new legislation which resulted in David Cameron telling MPs:

However, and again, according to the Guardian, this ‘clear statement of intent was not backed by any proposals to match the rhetoric’.



ANSWER THE QUESTIONS IN YOUR BOOK:

1) Give an example of two headlines that might have caused a ‘moral panic’ about terrorism

2) In your own words and using Cohen’s ideas, what is a ‘moral panic’?

3) How have fears about Jihadi John been made more serious through the way the media have written about him?

4) Why did the Guardian argue that fears about Jihadi John coming back to the UK are overblown or unnecessary?

STRETCH:

· In your view, is the moral panic about terrorism in the UK justified or not?

· What impacts do you think this moral panic might have on the lives, norms and views of British people?
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