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LO: To evaluate crime and deviance using Environmental theory

SCLY4 - Crime & Deviance
TITLE: Environmental theory 
explanations of Crime and Deviance.

LQs

How do we differentiate between different areas?

-What are 'concentric zones' and how do they link to crime?
-How do environmental theories explain crime?
-To what extent are environmental theories convincing?

Which 
environment 
will have more 
crime? Why?
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What is environmental theory?
· Sometimes called urban 
criminology.

· Looks at the relationship between 
patterns of crime and where people 
live, work, and spend their leisure time.

· Moves beyond a subcultural focus to a 
wider focus on whole urban areas.
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Where do you think 
most crimes are 
committed?

What does the 2nd map 
show?

TASK: Write a pargarph describing what the London 
Crime Map shows. Give at least one reason you think 
this pattern of crime exists.

Crime and Environment:
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Statistics show that most crimes are committed in 
urban  and inner-city  areas:

In 2008, 55% of knife and gun crime in the UK took place 
in the inner cities of London, Birmingham and Machester.

In 2011, the crime rate in london was 102 per 1000 people, 
compared to 58 in Kent and 48 in Surrey. 

What do these statistics demonstrate?

Crime and Environment:
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Environmental theories of crime
Key word Definition

Concentric Zones
A series of circle within  
a larger cirlce; each 
zone represents a zone 
of a city moving 
outwards from the 
centre.
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Environmental theories of crime
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Environmental theories of crime
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Sutherland and Cressey developed their 
concept of differential association  in 
response. This means that everyone in a society 
associates with or comes into contact with 
different people. The more time you spend with 
people who aren't law abiding, the more likely 
you are to turn to crime.

Sutherland argues that the status of people you 
associate with makes a difference; family 
members have more influence than strangers 
etc. Life stage also makes a difference; the young 
are more easily influenced. 

Is the 
theory of 

differential 
association 
convincing?

Environmental theories of crime
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Environmental theories of crime
British Studies
Most studies failed to find the patterns found by Shaw and McKay.

Morris (1957) studied Croydon.

· Argued that the council policy to house 
'problem' families together led to high 
crime areas.

Baldwin and Bottoms ( 1976): Tipping
· When an area is seen as going downhill, problem families may all 
be put in one place.
· Law-abiding and respectable families leave as soon as they can.
· The area/estate then becomes seen as a problem area, and the 
cycle continues.
· The solution is to stop tipping before it occurs, and to not place 
problematic/criminal families all together.
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Wilson and Kelling (1982)  - Came up with a 
'broken windows' theory; if a single window is 
broken in an abandoned house and left 
unmended, other windows will get broken too 
and the area will soon go downhill.

Why might 
the broken 

windows theory 
help to explain 
how people 
justify criminal 
behaviour? 

Environmental theories of crime
What behaviour do you 
anticipate taking place in an 
environment like this?

Think - Pair - Share
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Environmental theories of crime
Privatisation of public space.

Previously public places such as shopping centres and 
leisure centres have become privately policed.

CCTV and security guards are used to control peoples access 
and usage.

‘Undesirables’ are kicked out and often dress codes are 
enforced…e.g.  no hoodies.

Exclusion of groups of teenagers from privatised public 
spaces push them back to estates where they are more 
likely to be deviant, encounter police and turn to criminal 
behaviour.

Is this a convincing 
explanation of why 
teenagers commit deviant 
behaviour in other areas?
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Environmental theories of crime

What other 
factors might 
affect crime rates, 
especially in urban 
areas?
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Environmental theories of crime

How else, other than pub 
population and alcohol 
levels, might time of day 
impact criminal behaviour?

Nocturnal Economy

Hobbs and Lister (2000) focus on the rise of the 
nocturnal economy. This is the growth of pubs, clubs and 
other night time activities. Thousands of drunk young 
people roam the streets (especially in central areas) at 
night and this will inevitably lead to crime. 3/4 of violent 
incidents occue between 9pm and 3am on the weekend. 
Most of this is between drunk or drugged males; although 
women are also becoming more involved.
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Critiques of Environmental theories

· Owen Gill (1977) examined an impoverished area of 
Liverpool and found that:

· It was used as a dumping area for problem families
· It had a bad reputation so it was hard to get a job with a 
Luke Street address
· The men felt the need to act tough to defend the street's 
reputation
· Police targeted the area leading to a cycle of arrests.
· The local media carried a variety of negative stories on 
the street.

Gill therefore found that locations don't become delinquent just 
because of environmental factors, but because of the way that others 
see the location and interact with/label the people who live there.

· Like subcultural theories, environmental theories are based on 
accepting official statistics as truth.
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LQs:

Pl
en

ar
y

7 minute 
summary

Shaw and McKay argue...

However, Sutherland and Cressy 
suggest...

British studies reject these theories 
because...

A criticism of evironmental theorists is...

In my view, environmental theory 
is/isn't convincing because...

LO: To evaluate crime and deviance using Environmental theory

-What are 'concentric zones' and how do they link to crime?
-How do environmental theories explain crime?
-To what extent are environmental theories convincing?


