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• Starter: Write three key words for 
each theory and be ready to 
explain them. NO NOTES.
• Functionalism
• Subcultural Theory
• Labelling Theory
• Marxism

LO: To consider the main arguments of Left Realists in relation to the causes

and solutions to Crime and Deviance.
LQs: ‐What is meant by 'Left Realism' and what are its main theories?

‐How is the 'bulimic society' relevant to society today?
‐What are the strengths and limitation of Left Realist theory?

Exam 3 Crime and Deviance
TITLE: Left Realism.

Jan 3018:12

Item A below and answer the question that follows.

Labelling theory explains how actions become labelled as criminal or deviant
in society. This is a microapproach that looks at how individuals construct
society, based on their interactions with each other.
Labelling theorists argue that an action is criminal only when society views it
as criminal and that crime, therefore, is a social construction. Criminality exists
only because of the laws constructed by society; deviance exists only because
of the norms constructed by society.
Deviant or criminal individuals are labelled when their actions are discovered
and provoke a reaction from society. However, this reaction will take differing
forms, depending on how the nature of the action is perceived.

0 1 Using material from Item A and elsewhere, assess the usefulness of labelling theory in
explaining crime and deviance. ﴾21 marks﴿
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• REALISTS see crime as a REAL problem to be 
tackled.
• They argue there has been a significant rise in crime 
rate – especially street crime.
• They are concerned about the widespread fear of 
crime and the impact of crime on its victims.
• Other theories fail to offer realistic solutions to 

the problem of crime.

Key arguments:

SOCIOLOGISTS:
John Lea and Jack 
Young.

Jan 2411:29

Traditional Marxism 
has focussed too much 
on the crimes of the 
powerful.

Neo‐Marxists romanticise 
working class criminals as being 
like Robin Hoods and failing to 
take victimisation seriously, and 
the fact that most victims were 
poor and deprived.Labelling theorists see 

working class criminals as 
being the victim of 
discriminatory labelling by 
social control agents. 
Realists argue working class 
crime should be taken 
seriously‐not simply down to 
labelling.

Criticism of the other theorists:
What criticisms can you think of about Neo‐Marxist theory, 
traditional Marxist theory and Labelling theory?

TASK:
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Key Left Realist arguments:

Left realists recognise that there 
has been a real increase in crime 
rates and also shown in victim 
surveys.

Disadvantaged groups have the greatest fear 
of crime and it has the greatest effect on their 
lives. More likely to be victims of crime are 
poorer groups and white and minority ethnic 
residents in inner cities. Also more likely to be 
fearful of crime.

The best way to reduce crime 
is to reduce the causes of 
crime.

Left Realists believe in gradual 
social change rather than 
waiting for a revolution and a 
classless socialist utopia to abolish 
crime.

Aug 309:08 PM

TASK:
1) Relative Deprivation
2) Marginalisation
3) Subcultures

What do you think these are and how might these factors lead to 
crime do you think?

These are key Left realist arguments.
See how close you can get to what they argue.
Make your arguments as detailed as possible.

To what extent can you
give examples that might
support these arguments
for the causes of crime?

Jan 2410:51

Some groups experience marginality‐ exclusion from mainstream 
society through things like poor educational 
achievement,unemployment and lack of community cohesion.
‐‐‐Anti‐social behaviour, crime, violence and rioting.

Gibbs and Merighi (1994) argues that the black community are 
marginalised in terms of poverty, housing, education and jobs = 
anger and frustration leading to crime.

Cause 1: Marginalisation

CAUSES OF CRIME: Left Realists (Like Marxists) accept that structural 
inequalities, social conditions and perceptions of injustice are the main 
causes of crime.

Key word Definition

Marginality:
where some people are pushed to 
the margins or edges of society by 
poverty, lack of
education, disability, racism and 
so on, and face social exclusion.

Jan 2410:54

Cause 2: Relative Deprivation.
This refers to some individuals being relatively 
deprived in comparison to others and this therefore 
leads to a sense of injustice and resentment. 
Lea and Young (1992) found that ethnic 
minorities feel resentment due to relative 
deprivation as they see there to be unfair and biased 
policing in their community.  
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Cause 3: Subcultures.
Working class deviant subcultures of young 
people, or ethnic minority groups, who form 
sub‐cultural groups in inner city areas as group 
solutions to the problems of marginalisation and 
relative deprivation. 

Messner and Golden (1992) found that 
where racial discrimination existed deep violent 
subcultures flourished. 

What examples of 
subcultures can 
you think of, that 
came as a result of 
feelings of 
marginalisation or 
relative 
deprivation?

Jan 2411:32

Late modernity, exclusion & crime 
‐ 1970s onwards.

• Late modernity is characterised by instability, insecurity and exclusion 
which increases crime. 
• De‐industrialisation and the loss of unskilled manual jobs. For 

example?
• Increase in unemployment and poverty disproportionally affecting the 
young and ethnic minorities.
• Jobs more insecure, short term or low paid.
• Destabilised family life and community.
• Higher divorce rates.
• New Right government policies affecting welfare benefits.
• = INCREASED MARGINALISATION AND EXCLUSION FOR THOSE 

AT THE BOTTOM.

(OverviewYounggeneral background to 
theorydon't need to write down).

Jan 2411:32

Late modernity and the bulimic society:

‐Late modern societies are media saturated, and everyone, even the poorest soak in 
consumer culture and advertising through media generated society.
‐But those at the bottom of the class structure experience economic and social exclusion, so
cannot afford to partake in these expected lifestyles.
‐'Bulimic society' as they gorge on consumer culture, but forced to vomit out their raised 
expectations.
‐Leads to growing sense of frustration, resentment and anger.

LEWIS:
‐Desire to consume by looting what was denied them in bulimic society was a significant 
factor motivating those involved in the London riots of 2011.

Jan 2411:34

Toxic mix leading to crime: Individuals 
more likely to be involved in 
'edgework' (LYNG)‐ which is risk taking, 
thrill seeking behaviour/may explore 
boundaries between legal and criminal 
behaviour.

Sense of relative deprivation 
made worse by 3 factors:

Growing individualism: 
Growth of selfish and 
self seeking individual 
freedom and expense 
of community spirit or 
concern for others.

Weakening of informal controls: 
Traditional social structures like 
the family and close knit 
communities have been breaking 
up/lack of support structure.

Growing economic 
inequality: Globalisation has 
meant gap between richest 
and poorest is ever wider.

What do you think these three
factors are and how might they
make crime more inevitable?
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SQUARE OF CRIME: TACKLING CRIME

Aug 309:26 PM

Tackling crime:

‐Social structural factors and formal social control by the state:
How crime is defined and its causes/how behaviour is labelled as
criminal or not/stles of policing.
‐The public and extent to informal social control:
How do people react to crimes in the community? Do they trust
the police? Is it normal?
‐Role of victims:
How are victims viewed and do they report the crime? Do they do
anything? Could or would police do anything?
‐The offenders:
Why do they offend? Reasons.

Have Left Realists covered 
everything in the interaction
between different factors
leading to likelihood of crime?
Is there anything missing?

Jan 2413:58

• Left realists have strongly influenced New Labour under Tony 

Blair with his ‘tough on crime, tough on the causes of crime’ 
approach. 
• New Labour had a tougher approach to hate crimes, sexual 

assaults and domestic violence and introduced anti‐social 
behaviour orders. (ASBOs)
• They have tried to reverse social exclusion by providing 

employment for young people and focusing on reducing truanting.
• However, many of these have succeeded in being tough on crime 

but FAILED to tackle the structural causes of crime. 

Left Realism and 
Government Policy:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0aF0AVfV0pQ

To what extent do
you agree that Govt's
tend to be more tough on
crime itself than the causes
Left Realists refer to?

Jan 2413:59

• Marxists say that if fails to explain corporate crime, 
which is more harmful even if less conspicuous.
• Many people experience relative deprivation but 
do not commit crime so this is inadequate as an 
explanation. 
• There are other responses to relative deprivation 
such as Merton's retreatism and ritualism. 
(Functionalism)

Evaluation:
Limitations of Left Realism:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0af0avfv0pq
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‐Neglects gender as a significant issue, esp when females are victims 
such as domestic violence and rape. 'Malestream criminology.'
‐Fails to explain why more youth crime isn't apparent if indeed such 
a toxic mix exists???

Anything else?

Aug 309:41 PM

‐Draws on range of material.
‐Does not glamorise crime as arguably traditional 
Marxism does.
‐Recognises awful impact of crime on poorest 
communities and that most victims are poor and 
working class.
‐Sees community as part of solution.

Strengths:

Aug 312:22 PM

PLENARY‐ NO NOTES/ FREE WRITING...
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QS IN FULL SENTENCES.

‐What is meant by 'Left Realism' and what are its main theories?
‐How is the 'bulimic society' relevant to society today?
‐What are the strengths and limitation of Left Realist theory?

Oct 1811:25
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