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LO: To evaluate social action theory explanations of Crime and Deviance

Exam 3 - Crime & Deviance
TITLE: Marxist Theories of crime

LQs
-What are 'white collar', 'state' and 'corporate' crimes?
-How do Marxist theories explain crime?
-To what extent are Marxist theories convincing?

5 minute 
summary

Criminogenic means... 

Marxists explain crime in terms of...
However, neo-marxists argue that...

Marxists would say that the London Riots 
were...

In my view, marxist theories of crime 
are/aren't convincing because...
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Marxist explanations 
of White Collar Crime

How do corporate crimes differ from 
working class crimes?
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Marxist theories of crime

How might Marxists 
compare these types of 
crimes to those committed 
by the proletariat?

Key word Definition

White-collar crime

Crime committed by 
those with high social 
status in middle and 
upper class occupations in 
the course of their work.
e.g.  fraud, 
embezzlement

Key word Definition

Corporate crime
Law breaking committed by or for 
corporations which furthers the 
interests of the corporation. e.g. 
financial crimes, negligence

Key word Definition

Corporate crime
Crimes committed by the government 
e.g.  terrorism, torture, war crimes, 
corruption.
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Marxist theories of crime

Why 
would 

Marxists argue 
that long-term 
financial crimes 
keep 
happening?

Slapper and Tombs look at the misselling of pensions in 
the UK. Providers have given misleading and illegal 
advice, leading people to financial loss. Mortgage 
providers and other financial services do the same. 

Financial crimes:
Slapper and Tombs (1999)

Payment protection insurance was mis-sold 
on loans across a range of banks, and has 
resulted in hundreds of millions of pounds paid in 
compensation to customers.
Before the scandal, banks 
had made billions in profit on 
the insurance premiums.
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Marxist theories of crime

What might 
Marxists say 
about the after-
effects of the 
2008 crash?

The 2008 financial crisis cost world economies between 10 and 20 
trillion dollars. In the UK, the bailout package paid to banks and 
other organisations by the government using public money cost 
more than 500 billion pounds (the UK annual budget is around 
$600 billion). The entire crisis is often explained in terms of greedy 
bankers selling loans (mortgages) that they knew probably 
wouldn't be repaid.

Financial crimes:
The 2008 financial crisis
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Marxist theories of crime

Negligence in the face of health and safety laws costs thousands of lives 
around the world.

The punishment for negligent companies is almost always a fine.

Up to 2012, only three companies had been convicted of corporate 
manslaughter despite many more deaths at work. Those had only faced 
fines and publicity penalties (in other words, financial punishments)

Negligence



January 20, 2019

Contemporary Marxist theories of crime

Do you find Gilroy convincing? Why?
Can you think of any such examples today in 
relation to Gilroy's argument?

He argues that afro-Caribbean men are no more 
criminal than whites, but are labelled by police and 
courts unfairly.

When young black men do break the law it is best seen 
as a political act. They are fighting back against a racist 
society. Gilroy argues that high unemployment in the 
80s led to 'surplus population' and black crime was a 
convenient scapegoat.

The Myth of Black Criminality 
(Gilroy 1982)
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Contemporary Marxist theories of crime

Do you 
find New 
Left 
Realism 
more 
convincin
g?

Young and Lea are critical of other theories as too simplistic:
· crime is a serious problem and getting worse
· it's not all down to labelling
· official statistics are not just social constructs
· there is an ethnic dimension to crime

New Left realism
Yong and Lea (1984)

Most crime is reported by the public, rather than police; 
how can it be explained by police labelling? They put 
forward the following reasons for increased black street 
crime:
· Relative deprivation (feeling deprived in contrast to 
perception of others)
· Subculture (gangs, anti-society subcultures etc)
· Marginalisation (racist society, lack of voices on their 
behalf)
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DUE
Tues

26
th

DUE
Opinion piece:
What do you think are the main causes of crime?
How would you seek to change society to stop 
crime?
What if any laws would you change to make a fairer
society? 1 A4 pg in your books please.

HOMEWORK
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Critiquing Marxist theories of crime
Can you think 

of any critiques 
other theories 
would make?

Think - Pair - Share

Strengths of Marxism Weaknesses of Marxism

Marxists can explain white-
collar crimes

Examine the political 
dimensions of crime; 
acknowledge individual 
agency.

Supported by range of real-
world evidence.

Proposes a solution to the 
issue of crime: communism

Ignores the victims of blue-collar 
crimes; most victims are the 
proletariat.
Some laws really don't benefit the 
bourgeoisie.

Ignores patriarchy in law-making.

Some capitalist countries (Sweden, 
Japan) have low crime rates
Still too deterministic - don't explain 
why some poor commit crime and 
others don't.
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1

Complete 10 marker on Marxism:

Marxism 30 mark question.docxMarxism 30 mark question.docx
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LQs:

Pl
en

ar
y

7 minute 
summary

White collar crime is... 
Whereas corporate crime is...

An example of a white-collar crime is..

Marxists would say that corporate 
crimes are...

A strength of Marxism is...
Whereas a weakness is...

-What is 'criminogenic'?
-How do Marxist theories explain crime?
-To what extent are Marxist theories convincing?

LO: To evaluate social action theory explanations of Crime and Deviance


