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Classroom 
Expectations:

Arrive on time

Coat off

Bags off desks

Equipment & 
Planner on desks

TITLE: DATE: 13/12/2018Introduction to Crime & Deviance: 
The Functionalist Perspective 

1. What is, “deviant.”?
2. What is a crime?
3. How can crime be functional to the well‐being of 

society? 
4. Who makes the laws in Britain? 
5. Whose interests do they reflect? 
6. Is the law fair? 
7. Who breaks the law and why? 
8. What is the relationship between the media and 

crime?

TASK: What do you know already?

In small groups, discuss the following questions. 

Use the new books for crime ‐ label them clearly so you know 
which topic they refer to!

Objective Key Words
Know

Understand

To what extent is the Functionalist 
perspective on crime & deviance 
relevant today?

Crime
Deviance What is the difference between crime 

& deviance?
How might crime be seen as being 
functional?

Socialisation
Social Control 

TITLE: DATE:

Component 1
Education + Methods

Component 2
Families + Beliefs

Component 3
Crime + Theory

23/11/2018Introduction to Crime & Deviance: 
The Functionalist Perspective 
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What does the specification say?
‐ To know the different theories of crime, deviance, 
social order and social control. 

‐ To know the social distribution of crime and deviance 
by ethnicity, gender and social class, including recent 
patterns and trends in crime. 

‐To know the impact of globalisation on crime; the 
media and crime; green crime; human rights and state 
crime. 

‐ To know the different types of crime control, 
sruveillance, prevention and punishment, victims, and 
the role of the criminal justice system and other 
agencies. 

Key word Definition

What do you think the difference is between crime 
and deviance?
Can you give three examples of each?

CRIME:
A term used to describe behaviour that is against the 
criminal law. Law breaking.

DEVIANCE:
Refers to rule‐breaking behaviour of some kind, which fails to 
conform to the norms and expectations of a particular group
or society.
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What is social control and why might it be important in society?
What do you think the difference is between formal and informal social control?

Social control:
refers to the various methods used to persuade or force individuals to 
conform to the dominant social norms and values of a society or group.

VS

Key word Definition

Formal social control
When behaviour is controlled 
through institutions that exist to 
enforce order (e.g. police)

CONSIDER: What formal 
controls are there on our 
behaviour?

Formal
Control
Formal
Control

Key word Definition
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Informal social control

When behaviour is controlled by 
the approval or disapproval of 
those around us.

CONSIDER: What informal 
controls are there on our 
behaviour?

Informal
Control

Informal
Control

Key word Definition

Key word Definition

How might crime be seen as a social construct?

Newburn:
The definition of a crime can change over time or according to 
where and when it took place, and indeed if there is the intention to 
commit a crime.

Societal deviance: 
refers to acts which are seen by most members of a society as deviant.

Situational deviance:
refers to acts which are only defined as deviant in particular contexts.

EXT: What are some examples of behaviours that are only considered 
crimes in certain contexts?
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What is a crime today that you don't think 
should be and why?

5 minute 
summary

Crime is..
Whereas deviance is...

Deviance can be said to be socially 
constructed because...

What is deemed to be a crime or deviant is subject to 
change over time and different according to cultures. 
For example...

Copy and complete the sentences in your book.

The Functionalist Perspective 

“Crime is normal...           
an integral 
(essential) part of 
all healthy societies”

What does Durkheim mean with this quote ?
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Durkheim and Social control
Why did Durkheim believe that crime acted as 
an effective method of social control?

• Durkheim argues that crime is functional .

• For Durkheim, societies can only exist when 
the members a collective conscience (share 
core values)
• However, people don't agree on all values 

and norms. Law is necessary to mark an 
unambiguous line. 
• The role of the law (and the agencies of social 
control that enforce it) is therefore crucial in 
maintaining social stability.

Where 
there is a 

lack of social 
control, law, 
and limits, what 
does Durkheim 
argue might 
happen? 

Durkheim's positive functions of crime
TASK: 

1. Read 'The positive function of crime' page 71‐72 in 
the Webb book in pairs.

2. Summarise the functions suggested by Durkheim in 
your exercise books (Boundary maintenance, 
Adaptation & Change, Safety Valve, Warning and 
Licensed Deviance)

3. Come up with an example of a crime/deviance 
story from the news to support each positive function 
of crime/deviance.

How could 
you evaluate 
the positive 
functions of 
crime suggested 
by Durkheim?
What would 
other theorists 
say? 
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Critiques of Durkheim

Durkheim doesn't 
actually look at what the 
causes of crime might be. 
He ignores the issues of 
class/power, gender, 
ethnicity etc.

He overlooks the fact 
that crimes often have 
significant dysfunctions 
for individuals who are 
victims.

Durkheim overlooks how 
crime can also isolate 
people – eg females/the 
elderly who may fear 
leaving their homes 
because of fear of crime.

Durkheim argues that a certain 
amount of crime/deviance is 
healthy for society – but does 
not indicate how much is the 
right amount.

Merton's perspective on crime

Merton argued that many types of crime 
exist because of society's shared values: to be 
rich, successful, and fulfilled . (The American 
Dream)

However, not everyone can achieve these 
things lawfully.

A strain exists beteween the goals and 
ambitions of people and their ability to 
achieve them. This is why Merton's ideas are 
called strain theory . 

Why do so many 
people want to 
achieve the same 
things? What 
influences might 
lead to the 
'strain'?
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Strain Theory
Key word Definition

Is this always the case? 
Can all crime be 
explained in terms of 
strain?
What are some examples of 
crimes that are not caused by 
strain?

The theory that social structures in 
society pressure citizens to commit crime.

This is Dave. He‛s 24 years old and works as a assembly operative for a large manufacturer of car parts.  The owner of the company is a multi-millionaire. Dave earns £7 an hour, barely enough to pay his rent. He has a girlfriend and a 2 year old daughter. Dave desperately wants to provide for his family but is struggling to make ends meet. They live on a council estate surrounded by drug users and prostitutes. This gives Dave a prime opportunity to deal and sell Drugs himself. The demand for drugs in this area has led Dave to resort to drug dealing in order to provide the extra cash he needs for his family. 

This is Dave. He’s 24 years old and works as a 
assembly operative for a large manufacturer of car 
parts.  The owner of the company is a multi‐
millionaire. Dave earns £7 an hour, barely enough to 
pay his rent. He has a girlfriend and a 2 year old 
daughter. Dave desperately wants to provide for his 
family but is struggling to make ends meet. They live 
on a council estate surrounded by drug users and 
prostitutes. This gives Dave a prime opportunity to 
deal and sell drugs himself. The demand for drugs in 
this area has led Dave to resort to drug dealing in 
order to provide the extra cash he needs for his 
family. 

Applying Merton's Strain Theory

Is Dave at fault for the crimes he commits?
What would Merton say about Dave's situation?

What might Durkheim say about Dave's situation?
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Critiques of Merton

• Strain theory explains crimes that make a 
financial  profit well. However, it doesn't 
clearly explain other types of crime (e.g. stealing 
a car and setting it on fire).
• Merton can explain individual  motives for 
crime, but what about collective crimes?
• He takes official statistics at face value ‐ what 
are the issues with this?

Does everyone 
share the same 
priorities/american 
dream? Why?

TITLE: DATE:

To what extent are Functionalists correct? Add 
evaluation to your response.

PPQ Practice

Guidance

Outline and explain two functions of crime according to the Functionalist 
perspective. [10 marks]

Outline + explain = 2 points, 2 paragraphs
Each para: Point, explain, refer (no need for evaluation)

23/11/2018Introduction to Crime & Deviance: 
The Functionalist Perspective 
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TITLE: DATE:

To what extent are Functionalists correct? Add 
evaluation to your response.

PPQ Practice

Using a different coloured pen, add to your answer using you class notes. 
Is there anything you could have added?
Have you used named sociologists in your answer? 

23/11/2018Introduction to Crime & Deviance: 
The Functionalist Perspective 

Outline and explain two functions of crime according to the Functionalist 
perspective. [10 marks]

TITLE: DATE:

Objective Key Words
Know

Understand

To what extent is the Functionalist 
perspective on crime & deviance 
relevant today?

Crime
Deviance What is the difference between crime 

& deviance?
How might crime be seen as being 
functional?

Socialisation
Social Control 

Introduction to Crime & Deviance: 
The Functionalist Perspective 
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